


Japan is  a new field of missionary interest forthe Reformed Pre~~tiyterian 
Church, Sync& t3f North America, commonly known a s  the "Covenanters". 

During the civil disorders in China in 1900, Dr. A.  I. Robb, pioneer Covenan- 
ter  missionary toSouth Chinrt, spent some time at Kzruizam, amountain resort 
near Tokyo, Japan, waitingfor China toreopen to missionary work. Hereturned 
to the United States instead and returned with new missionaries to China in the 
autumn of 1901. 

In the year 1923 the late Rev. VJ. M. Robb and family returning from 
South China to the United States for a fur lough~~hen the etdest daughter, Grace, 
came down aboard ship with typhoid f e w r .  Sheuas takenashoreat Yokohama, 
Japan, and nursed to health in ahospital. The Robb family continued their jour- 
ney to America in June and the disastrous Yokohama eart'nquake came that same 
year in September. Mrs. Samuel E, Bople, who was Grace Robb, is now a 
missionary in Kobe, Japan. 

Except for these occasionat visits of Covenanter missionaries to japan our 
church has never thought seriously of making this nation a special missionary 
burden for the Reformed Presbyterians in America. In 1949, however, the 
South China Mission came to  the decision to turn a l lp roper3  and church res-  
ponsibilities over to the Chinese Church and to evacuate ta ~ang%ong before 
the communist armies cap tu ry  South China. Before--but not very long before-- 
the Red armies entered Canran, our Last two missionaries came to Hong KO%. 
The decision of the mission %as to stay in Hong Kong for liasan work with the 
inland Covenanter churches but not to establish a permanent center in Eong 
Kong. Gradually the interest of all churches in Japan's post-war opportunities 
began to move laymen in the Covenanter Churchto askwhy we codd not transfer 
our force fromRong Kongto japan. The investigation made in 1950 proved the 
desirability of this move, s o  after approval by the Board of Foreign Missions 
and by the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of this eacuatian,  the 
Samuel E. Boyle family, hliss Mary R Adams andMiss Rose -4. Huston sailed 
for  Japan in July 1950. Miss Orlena M. Lynn came to join this staff in January 
1951 and these workers a re  now located tn Kobe, japan. The following booklet 
will tell the story of their adventure in beautlfd Nippon. 

Samuel E. Boyle, 
Chairman of the Japan Mission 
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Foreword 

Japan Is a new f ield of missionary interest  for the Reformed Presbyter ian 
Church, Synod of North America, commonly known a s  the "Covenanters". 

During the civil d i sorders  in China in 1900, Dr. A. I. Robb, ploneer Covenan- 
t e r  missionary toSouthChina, spent some t ime a t  Karuizawa, amountain r e s o r t  
near  Tokyo, Japan, waitingfor China to reopen to missionary work. He returned 
t o  the United States instead andreturned with new missionaries  to  China in the 
autumn of 1901. 

In the year  1923 the la te  Rev. W. M. Robb and family were returning f r o m  
South China to the United States f o r  a furloughwhen the eldestdaughter,  Grace,  
came down aboard ship with typhoid fever .  She was takenashore a t  Yokohama, 
Japan, and nursed to health in a hospital. The Robb family continued their jour- 
ney to America in June and the disastrous Yokohama earthquake came that s a m e  
year  in September. Mrs. Samuel E. Boyle, who was Grace Robb, i s  now a 
missionary in Kobe, Japan. 

Except for  these occasional vis i ts  of Covenanter missionaries  to  Japan our 
church has never thought ser iously of making this nation a special missionary 
burden for  the Reformed Presbyte r ians  in  America.  In 1949, however, the 
South China Mission came to the decision to turn al lproperty and church r e s -  
ponsibilities over to  the Chinese Church and to evacuate to ~ o n g q o n g  before 
the communist a r m i e s  captured South China. Before--bulnot very long before-- 
the Red a r m l e s  entered ~ a n t / o n ,  our last  two missionaries  came to Hong Kong. 
The decision of the mission was to stay in Hong Kong for  liason work with the 
Inland Covenanter churches but not to establish a permanent center  in Hong 
Kong. Gradually the in te res t  of a l l  churches in Japan's post-war opportunities 
began to move laymen in the Covenanter Church to ask why we could not t rans fe r  
our force fromHong Kongto Japan. The investigation made in 1950 proved the 
desirability of this move, s o  af ter  approval by the Board of Foreign Missions 
and by the Synod of the Reformed Presbyter ian Church of this evacuation, the 
Samuel E. Boyle family, Miss  Mary R. Adams andMiss  Rose A. Huston sai led 
f o r  Japan in July 1950. Miss  Orlena M. Lynn came tojoin this  staff in January 
1951 and these workers  a r e  now located inKobe, Japan. The following booklet 
will te l l  the s tory of their  adventure in beautiful Nippon. 

Samuel E. Boyle, 
Chairman of the Japan Mission 







L L L ~  yodm of Japan have the s a m e  temptations t o  meet  a s  those that t e s t  you 
in Western lands. But the gods they have been taught t o  worship give them no 
conceptionof sin, have noplan tosave f r o m  sin, nolove toforgive sin, no power 
t o  cleanse the heart,  o r  to give courage tomeet  temptation. May the God of a l l  
mercy grant to  these children the power t o  become the sons of God. 

Rose A. Huston 

G r i m e l l  Came  to Japan - by Jeep 
The Yamaguchi plumbing shopdid the plumbing onour mission house. The 

plumber's childrenand some of their f r iends said, Yes, they would like t o  come 
to our Sabbath School, but it was too f a r  away. ['Oh, don't worry about that, 
we will pick them up in the jeep." Result--they have come regularly for  the 
past year. 

When the Boyle family, Miss  Hustonand Miss Adams movedfrorn Yokkaichi 
to  Kobe, it  was a l l  done with the jeep and t rai ler .  What would they ever  have 
done without i t ?  A c a r  can not make it up the hill where we live. It takes the 
br innel l  jeen to  do that. 

After my a r r iva l  lastwinter,  i t  was necessary to  buy a few pieces of furni- 
ture  for my room. Ifound what I wantedand then just said,  "We will be around 
tomorrow with the jeep and t ra i l e r  to get it." 

Miss Huston, Miss Adams and I taught in Japanese schools this  spring. The 
jeep was used to take Miss Huston and Miss  Adams to the s t r e e t  c a r  and to 
meet thc-m at  the end of the c a r  line after c l a s s .  

On several  occasions American missionaries, whom we have known in 
China, have stopped in Kobe on their way to America. Having the jeep has  made 
it possible to br ingseveral  of thesefr iends to  our home in Ichinotani and la te r  
to take them back to the ship. When the representative of the China Children's 
Fund fromHong Kong, the son of an Associate ReformedPresbyter ian minis ter  
f rom Osaka, and a Covenanter service man f rom Korea have been here to  visit  
us, the jeep has been used in taking them down the hill o r  to the station. 

Any ~ m e r i c a n  housewife knows that it takes some shoppingto feed a family 
of nine. Since there a r e  no coolies in Ichinotani and the taxies will not come up 
the hill, what would we do without the jeep? 

Last winter ~t shortly d t e r  eight o'clock each morning the jeep could be 
heard slartingdownthe hill. It ca r r ied  Mr. Chao to the  seminary and Mr. Boyle, 
Miss Huston and Miss Adams to the language school. February 1st Mr. Boyle 
missed school to  be on the wharf with the jeep when the ship on which Miss  
Stewart and I were travelling pulled into port. After that I joined the group 
going to school. In May Miss  Adams stopped school s o  that Mrs. Boyle might 
attend. Then, we also took Margie and Patsy Boyle t o  nurse ry  school in  the 
jeep with us. 

This  summer on Sabbath day Mr. Boyle took the Chao family with him In 
the jeep to the Chinese Church in the morning. When he a r r ived  home, I had 
finished my dinner and was ready to goafter  the Yamaguchi children for  Sabbath 
School. After church I took the Yamaguchi children home in the jeep and a r r i -  
ved back to the house in time for  Mr. Boyle and Mr. Chao to drive down to the 
Chinese Church for  the Sabbath evening prayer meeting. 

Like any c a r ,  there a r e  the t imes  when the g e a r s  lock, etc. However, 
one frequently hears  the remark,  l w a l  would we ever  do without the jeep?" 

M a l ' ~ ~  Inany thanks to Our Covenanter f r iends f o r  the Grinnell jeep. 

Orlena M. Lynn 

S o w h g  the  Gwd Seed of the Word 
Trac t  distribution i s  sowing the g o d  seed of the Word of God. Sow sparingly 

or  bountifully? The f a r m e r  sows thousands of seeds. Some seeds  he knows 
will not yieldandthat  the soil i s  different s o  he sows not scantily butbountifully, 
expectinganabundant harvest. Sonletimes the glvingof a t rac t  i s  the only means 
of getting the gospel to another. Here in Japan where we do not yet speslc their 
language it i s  a methodwe can use to witness f o r  Christ.  The Holy Spirit  uses  
the written word to bring men t o  Christ.  

A young high school student received a t rac t  and wrote a letter asking for  
more  l i terature about Christianity and the  Bible. A New Testameut and some 
booklets were  sent and a nice le t ter .  Again she wrote saying she  wanted to go 
to church and have Bible study. She said,  "I want to know Jesus Christ.  Every I. day I p r a y  toGod." She sent Y200 (55cents) fo r  the church. Now Mr. Katayxma, 
our evangelist and secre ta ry ,  has  writtenanother le t ter  sayingwe would be glad 

d to go to her home and with her family and fr iends study the Bible. 
4 

There  i s  s o  much mater ial ism,  one won~anwrote.  She said, "We go to the 
temple, but we do not worship. All come and have a big feast ,  drink wine and 
gossip. It i s  no religion. I would like to  go to church but have no opportunity 
and have no Christian friend." 

Trac t s  a r e  given out a t  the stations on Saturday evening when people a r c  
coming home. One evening t r a c t s  hadbeen given out a t  our nearest  station and 
a s  we came along the s t r e e t  one was handed to a nlan who invited us into his 
house. He asked, "Where i s  your church? I want to  go to churcll." He said, 
"My oldest boy is bad because I did not teach him about Jesus. I have th rce  
boys and th ree  girls." The next day, Sabbath, he came to church with his second 
boy. They have been coming regularly ever  since and sometimes the yolu~gest 
boy and g i r l  come. One Sabbath the oldest son  came too. This  father became 
our interpreter  las t  summer.  He was  educated in a Missionschool m d  knows 
the Bible s to r ies  and Bible language. 

WhenSabbath i s  a f i n e  day many people come to the park with their children. 
It i s  not f a r  f r o m  our home s o  t r a c t s  a r e  passed out and sometimes an invitation 
to  come to church. One young man reading Matthew 11:28 on the invitation callle 
tounburden his heart .  The mother-in-law was making trouble in the home. His 
wife was loyal, but her  mother, a s  i s  oftenthe case  in Japan, was trying to brenlc 
up the home. He came again and again to Mr. Boyle and Mr. Katayama, who 
helped him to see  that Jesus said, "Come unto me." He gives peace t o  hear l s  
i n  the home. 

Seed-time in Japan 
(Planting r ice  seedlings in shallow water) 





Japanese farm family at  lunch. 
Shall such a s  these be denied the Bread of Life? 



Mr. Katayama 
Our Mission Secretary 






