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OUR MISSION IN SOUTH CIIEK-4 
ARE IVE TO HAND OVER OUR 

WORK TO LESS ORTI-IODOX 
COMMUNIONS:' 

Our South China Pres l~ytery  nfter 
fifty years has  seen fit to accept   no st of 
oul- American Standards of c1octl.iiie 
\~~oi.shil:, and Church Government; but; 
on certain very impel-tant details they 
have seen fit to differ" (This is a sen- 
tence frolll Prlissionsr~~ Boj~Ie's comnlun- 
ication to the Board, December 12th, 
1946) 

In the Conlmuilicatioil Mr. Boyle sur-  
pests that  he  also may hold vie\& which 
should be 1 ~ 1 1 0 ~ ~ ~ n  before he be retul.necl 
to China. He rnisecl the question h i ~ n -  
self. In his communication he S:XVS: 

"I am inclosing a rather cfetailed 
statement of my 1,ersonal views on cer- 
tain contro~~ersial  matters which ma?: 
aflect my illflue~lce a s  a missionary." I 
do so with the  utmost sinccl-jty in order 
to prevent, if i~ossible, future misunc1el.- 
standings and thus al.omote our com- 
mnn cause in a spirit of mutual good 
will, eve11 if total agreement inay not 
always be possible." 

His Statement follows and is about 
twenty-five hundred words. Asked by 
t h e  ~mdersipned to please clarify seine 

aoints, he kindly replied in a n  amplify- 
ing statement of a l ~ o u t  fifteen hundrecl 
words. The space required is apology 
for not inclucling both statemeuts here. 

Conditions in China would seeill to be 
the immediate concern of Synod. Mr. 
Eoyle intimates tha t  his own beliefs 
have undergone some change ; so much 
so tha t  in justice to himself, he laid 
them before the  Board. He raised the  
question--Shoyld he be returned. The 
Board voted-'Yes.' The undersigned 
voted-'No' ; and asked tha t  his reason 
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be recorded on the Minutes. I t  is as 
follows : 
Minute for record re-meeting of Board 

March 12111, 1947 
"The undersigned records his vote 

against returning Mr. Boyle to the  
China field because of beliefs and prnc- 
tices in our congregations there con- 
t r a ry  to  the Distinctive Principles of 
the  Covenanter Church. These are ap- 
parently sanctioned by the China Pres- 
bytery of which our Foreign Ordained 
Missionaries are constituent members 
and supposed to be guiding influences. 
The danger of handing over God's fifty 
year's work in China to less ortllodox 
Communions is imminent. Mr. Eoyle's 
stand on what shoulcl be done in this 
critical situation is not sufficiently clear 
to  retuin him to China to reestablish 
the  truth." 

(Signed) F. M. Fcster 

That those who so recently I71ve conle 
to  the  gracious Saviour should already 
question doctrines and practices which 
have proved their Scriptural soundiless 
and worth for centuries, is cause for  re- 
g r e t ;  and calls us all to prayer. "Thus 
saith the Lord. Stand in the ways, and 
see. and ask for the old paths, where 
is the good way, and wallc therein, and 
ye shall find rest for your souls. But. 
they said, We will not walk therein." 
(Jer. 6:16). 

I-Iow can the situation in Cllina be 
_ explained ? Covenanter Distinctive 

Principles, and practices based on them, 
are  according to the Scriptures, and ac- 
cording to the Covenant of 1871. If 
not, the Covenanter Church should close 
he r  doors as unjustified schismatics. 
B u t  Cod's Word is true and our Stand- 
ards, based on the  Worcl, are true. Cov- 
enanters are llolding forth doctrines of 
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the Word of God not accepted by many; 
or, if accepted, not wrought into life 
practice. These principles are truth 
for China as  well a s  for America. And 
God commands His church to go into all 
the world and herald them forth lo a11 
nations, peoples and tongues. WThen 
God spealrs i t  is for all peoples lo  bow, 
reverently listen, and answer-"All that  
the Lord saith will we do and be obedi- 
ent." 

A man wanted to hire a driver. A t  a 
dangerous curve he aslred-How close 
can you drive and be safe*? Pointing 
he answered-This close, and be per- 
fectly safe. Another-I can drive so 
close, and be perfectly safe. Another 
said-I can drive just a s  far away a s  I 
can get horn the dangerous place and 
be safe. These days there is coiltinual 
strain a t  the lens11 to get  as close to 
I~eresies as  we can, and claim we are 
safe. The "Explanatory DecIaration il- 
lustrates. Whereas we sIlould strive ear- 
nestly and cry mighti1y to God to lteep 
us u p  lo  the standard of t ru th  and right- 
eous living. Tlle great Apostle Paul, 
after  a life of waifare and unparalleled 
suffering, stood a t  the  close and an- 
swered-"I have kept the faith." At 
the end of life Worldly applause is 
stripped off as a cocoon. What have 
you gained ? NOTHING ! What have 
you lost ? MUCH ! 

:> 1: :I: 4: 

Why is the China Mission apparently 
veer in^ off? Is there an answer? 
Thereumay be a number. The under- 
signed will suggest one. OUR MIS- 
SIONS ARE LARGELY IN THE 
HL4NDS O F  WOMEN. 

OUTRAGEOUS ! No. Jus t  plain fact. 
(Wives are counted for they work). 
I<entuclty-One Minister ; three women. 
China; One Minister (Foreign Or- 



dained) and six woiilen and another 
preparing to go. Syria;  No Foreign 
Ordained Minister; one laynlan and two 
women. Cyprus; A t  Nicosia - Three 
\rrornen. Larnica; One Foreign 0 r -  
clalned Prlinister; One Licentiate; two 
women. Is the tabulation correct- 
SIXTEEN WOMEN AND TH1-LEE 
FOREIGN O12DAlNED MINISTERS 
sent to preach the  Gospel as  Christ 
commanded? A t  one time in China Dr. 
A. I. Ilobb; Dr. J. I<. Etobb; Dr. Elair; 
Dr. Taggart ; Dr. I<ernpS. In Syria-Dr. 
Stewart;  Dr. McFarland ; Dr. Edgar;  
Dr. 5. Boggs Dodds. Cyprus-Dr. gas-  
son; (another minister \vhose name not 
1.ccalled; Dr. McCarroll. Now, in Cyp- 
rus, One Foreign Ordained Biissionary ; 
a Licentiate, and R disorganized congre- 
gation. But a very large Scl~ool-390- 
and no congregation. Altllough sucll 
large school-390 students, the fewest 
numbers leave the heretical idolatrous 
Greek Church, af ter  -10 years. Does 
Gcd use schools to cause souls to be 
"born again?" The Larnica congrega- 
tion, with a C I I L I ~ C I I  built for  i t  by Mr. 
Torrance of Secoucl New Yorli, and 
which flourislied when i t  was tlie center, 
gradually died down when the school 
1:ecame the great  objective and several 
years ago, becaine clisol.ga:lized. 12ead 
Dr. A. J. Gordon's "I-Ioly Spirit in Mis- 
sions," and hear hiin say-Education 
dces not prepare one to be "born again," 
It may, and often does, malie one harder 
to influence; and limy have equipped 
hiin to fight the Gospel. (In Cyprus 
there is a small Arminean congl.egation 
with a minister, all using their own 
language-refugees fro111 Turlrey) . 

In  the I-Iome Lam1 coilgregations in 
collections for  inissions are in some 
danger of being overshaclowed. Synocli- 
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cal ; Presbyterials ; Congregational or- 
ganizations are thorough from Presi- 
dent to Corporals. They glean sheaves ; 
sometilnes suggesting where the money 
should go. 

Please do not jump a t  conclusions. 
i You might be wrong. Let i t  be gladly 

and gratefully aclcno\i~ledged that  Con- 
{ gregational, Presbyterial and Synodical 

T urganizations clo good. They are  and 
lia17e been an enthusiastic force wliicli 

i s  has kept the cause of Missions stirred 
up in our congregations. All thallli God 
fo r  this gracious work. But are the>- 
not. also almost taking possession of our 
lpoveign work? 

:IL :s 

Would you follow in a sllort examina- 
tion of Scril~tilre'? When God numbered 
Israel wo~nen wer not numbered. They 

I 
did not bring the slleclile to the sanctu- 
ary. They did not bring sacrifices. They 
were not priests, keepers of the temple; 
They were not commanded to go 

1 up to the  three feasts. (Many went.) 
They were not drafted fo r  battle. 
(These things were in the Old Dispen- 
sation. In tlie New-IVomen were not in 
the  first "seve1ii;y" Christ sent out. Nor 
were they in the  second "seventy" sent 
out. The "seventies" were to confine 
tlieir worli to the  little lancl of Isracl 

9 where they would a t  all tilnes be close 
to home and anlong their own people. 

I 
No woinen were "sent." Nor were 
woinen calIecl to be Apostles. Nor do 

.A 

the  Acts of the Apostles show that  a 
woman was ordained to be a minister, 
elder, or deacon o r  officer in any congre- 
 ati ion. A E E  W E  REVERSING GOD'S 
PLAN? (RE-read "A PLEA TO RE- 
TURN TO GOD'S PLAN SET FORTH 
I N  T H E  GOSPELS ACTS O F  T I l E  
APOSTLES AND EPISTLES. If you 
have not copy send to the  undersigned 
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for one). "It pleased God by the fool- 
ishness of  reaching to save them that  
believe." "God hat11 manifested his 
word through preaching." "Faith com- 
etll by hearing, and hearing by tlie word 
of God." Note-"by the WORD OF 
GOD." One can teach arithmatic, type- 
writing, con~n~ercial  law, a foreign 
language ~ v l ~ i c h  students wish to learn 
etc., until "dooms day" and no saving 
results. God has not given the least 
inLimation to go and teach them to the 
heathen, or to heretical religions. "He 
that  believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; and he that  believeth not shall 
be damnedu-a fearful statement which 
should not allow the missionary to stop 
in his running to teach secular educa- 
Lion; and to put  up great buildings to 
show the natives-We have no inlen- 
tion of moving on to  fields lhat  s i t  in 
clarliness. Great buildings; Great Insti- 
tutions, in nearly all cases, are present- 
ly dominated by heresy. Tuition ancl 
out-spolren testiinony against heresy 
ancl wiclred ordinances and conduct a1.e 
irreconcilable enemies. A truly converi- 
ed soul, if not too old, will 1. b or earr,- 
cstly to learn to read the Bible in his 
ow11 language, and his children. The 
Lord and the Apostles dealt almost ex- 
clusively with grown people. Possibly 
there is a reason "Teacher said- 
CHRIST IS THE SAVIOUR." Well, 
let her say i t!  I t  isn't so. Mohammed 
is the Saviour. And the child believes 
tlie mother naturally so. ''Suffer little 
children and forbid them not to come 

B 
unto me;  for of such is the liingdom of 
heaven." They were brought by believ- 
ing motllers. 

::: :I: * :: I: 

TI-IE NUMBER O F  WOMEN MIS- 
SIONARIES ON THE FIELD, AS IN 
CI-IINA, MAY EXPLAIN WHY DIS- 
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TINCTIVE TRUTH AND PRACTICES 
ARE EEING QUESTIONED. 

OUTRAGEOUS AGAIN! Maybe so. 
But read on. I t  is ilot because nlonlen 

. nlissionaries are not good Covenanters. 
I n  some cases they are better thali men. 
Sonletimes women lieep their husbands 
up to their Confession. The reason t h e  
writer assigns is-WOMEN ARE NOT 
EQUPPED TO CONTEND ON T H E  
HIGH FIELD. In civil affairs they 21re 
not 'drafted,' or put on the firing lines. 
(There are a few Alnazons from who111 
people want to be delivered). They a re  
not preachers. "It pleased God by t h e  
foolishness of preaching to save them 
that  believe." 

"God malreth the reading but especial- 
ly preaching of the word and effectual 
means-of convincing and converting 
sinners." - (S11ol.ter Catechism) ." 
"Faith comet11 by hearing and hearing 
by the word 01 God." Hence, Go ye into 
all the world and PREACH the Gospel 
to every creature." 

Furthermore : God's charge is- 
"Earnestly contend for t l ~ e  faith once 
delivered to the saints" (Judge 3). 
"I kept back nothing: Paul Acts. 20 :203. 
When one thinks i t  expediellt to 
"lreep back the sin of swearing allegi- 
ance to men as  the nation's ruler, h e  is 
already in retreat. Paul 'kept back' noth- 
ing. The Gospel cannot go into a 
debased, id01 and cievil riclden coun- 
t r y  and clo other than st ir  wickedness 
into action. "Thinlr not tha t  I am come 
to send peace on earth. I came not to 
send peace; but a sword." Matt. 10 :34). 
God did not come to appease; but to  
establish His law in a devil ridden 
earth, and His churcl~ in all the  world. 
A Soothing Syrup half heretical mes- 
sage wilI cause the devil to yawn only. 
Deborah is mentioned. Judges were 
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not inspired in giving their opinion 
when men differed. Deborah was in- 
spired to awalien Earali to go to battle, 
and in foretelling how Sisera would die 
by the hands of a woman. So f a r  as the 
record sho~vs she was not fur ther  in- 
spii.ed. A Coilnnentator says-Men 
were such cowards, Gocl could not use 
them. Earak illustrates. A more start-  
ling example is Miriam. She seemed to 
I ~ H V C  inducecl -Aaron to join ller in de- 
claring to Moses tha t  God spalic 
througl~ them also; and denlanded to 
sit with him. God didn't wait, I-Ie 
clidn't argue.. He immediately sinote her 
with lepl-osy. Aloses pleaded wit11 Gocl 
to heal her. I le  did. But colllillancled 
that  she shoulcl be put out of the calup 
seven days that  all Israel migllt see 
and understand tha t  pushing into an 
oflice to whiol~ God has not called is a 
migllty dangerous thing. "It is a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God." The sons of Aaron offer- 
ing strange fire were slain. 

.!: * %: * 
Furthermore; God colllinands "Lay 

hands suddenly on no man" and "man" 
ineans "men" wllich means-Thorough 
preparation and examination - the 
Seminary and thorough exalnination by 
Presbytery before being "sent" t o  
preach. El-ror and heresy are because 
of lacli of Scriptural training in theolo- 
gy. How many missionaries are thus 
traincd ? "The thing which thou hast  
heard of me ainong ~ n a n y  witnesses." 
The one on ~vhom hands are laic1 must 
lrnow, stand for, and preach the truth 
ns s c t  forth in the Word of God and np- 
ply it. The courts of Christ's EIouse 
are charged to see tha t  this is done. 

The great  Apostle Paul, after  a 
life of ~ull~arallelecl suffer in^, stood 
a t  the end and answered-I I-IAVE 
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KEPT THE FAITH. A moiver can drive 
here and there to ~ v h a t  he calls the 
geod parts, leaving great bunches, so 
that  the field has to be gone over again. 
iUuch a t  home and on the foreign 
field illusl be gone over again-in the 
matter  of the Psalms, instrumental 
ivlusic, Secret Societies, S~vearing Alle- 
giance to "We The People" instead of 
the Divlne Ruler, etc, "M'11o shall be able 
to teach others also" the whole truth as  
i t  is in the \Vord of God. A hlethoclist 
minister said-You can shout-Come 
to Jesus! Coine t o  Jesus!! unlil thc  
people starve to death spiritually. 
'Teed the flocli of God." (l'et. 5:2). 
Thc Old Scotch Standard Bearer pushed 
on up to the top of the storm-swept 
hill. The Coillil~andei- shouted-Elsing 
back the Standard to the ~ ~ e g i m e n t !  
The battle-scarred warrior shoutecl 
back-"BRING TI-IE REGIMENT U P  
TO TI-IE STANDARD ! !" Sometimes a 
"Boy Preacher" gets into the pulpit; 
and the grandmothers of both sexes 
answer-I never heard anything li lcc 
it! Probably not. (3) "Able to en- 
dure hardness as  a good soldier of Je- 
sus Christ." Dr. DuK, long years a 
missionary in Burma, was a t  last in- 
valided home. The people wanted to 
hear him; and he tried to go from place 
to place. A t  last he fainted in the pul- 
pit. They carried him to a side room. 
Revived a little, he insisted on going 
bacli ancl finishing his pleading for mis- 
qionaries. You will clie if you do! T 
WILL DIE I F  I DON'T! ! Read Dr. Pa- 
toil's Biography, and see what "cndur- 
ing hardness" means. 

i: k I: X I 

Are these things mentioilecl to dis- 
credit women ancl women missionaries ? 
F a r  from it. Many \yomen have died 
as martyrs. Many have cliecl heroical- 
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ly on the  mission field. Many have 
worn out their strength ancl dragged 
tllemselves home or been buried on the 
field of conflict. They are  needed on 
the field as  wives of missionaries; a s  
Eit~le Women; as teachel-s for converts 
and their  children. Admitting all these, 
Gocl has assigned them a still more im- 
poltant work-to train children for 
Christ: girls to be Christian mothers; 
I~oys to be Christian fathers, Church 
officers; ministers, elders, deacons. Rlin- 
isters a re  prayecl into the ministry by 
praying mothers. Mothers stand a t  the 
very head. They a re  the arsenal pre- 
paring the lnunitions of wax. If they 
should fail in this highest of all worlr, 
the battle at home and foreign fields is 
lost. Bacli of every preacher is  his 
mother; alld be assured their reward 
will be great. A' General had a regi- 
i m n t  which see~ncd always to lead to 
victory. The Officer answered I11 tha t  
regiment you see my Drilf Sergeant. 
Women are justly esenlpt from .war- 
ring on the high field, fo r  they have a 
more important, God-assigned worli. 
Hear God's commaml~d-"Se~~arate lne 
Earnabas and Saul for the wo1.k to 
which I have called them." "I charge 
thee thel-efore before Gocl, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quiclr 
ancl the  dead at his appearing and his 
I<ingdon~ ; preach the worcl; be instant 
in season, out of season; reprove, re- 
bulce ; exhort with all long-suffering and 
doctrine: for  the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doc- 
tr ine;  but  af ter  their  own lusts 
shall they heap to theinselves teach- 
ers, having itching ears;  and they sllall 
turn away their ears from the truth,  
and shall be turned unto fables." (2nd 
Tim. 4 ;  1-4) Does God call wonlen to 
this service? If so, would He have 
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given them such beautiful, soft, and 
musical voices to charm baby to sleep? 
"Lift up thy voice Iike a trumpet!" On 
a Pullman a man was trying to com- 
fo r t  a crying baby. A \%'oman polted 
k,er head through the curtains and 
said, "We can't sleep with SO I I ~ U C ~  cry- 
ing!" A Illan shouted, "Take that  ba- 
by to i t s  ll~otller !" The pathetic an- 
swer  went down the aisle, "Ho\v I wish 

! I could! She is in the baggage car." 
There was a deep hush. Very soon a 
mother in her woolly robes had the 
weeping baby on her  molherly breast. 
as i t  listened to the sweet lullaby; ancl 
a nlan in undressed linifonll caine strid- 

I ing up. All was still. The little babe 
I 

was a t  rest in sleep! God gave women 
beautifully soft voices. 

:I: :v :g * :). 

I 
As to i\'lissiollar~r Boyle's C O I I I I ~ U ~ ~ -  

I cation to the Coard Dec. 12th. 1946- all 
agree on his many conlnlenclable dec- 
larations. Here is oilc-"Intelli%ent ancl 
thorou,ah studv of problems which arise 
bv native leaders and missionaries on 
the field. bv the Board of Foreiqn Mis- 
sions. ANTI BY TI-IE SYNOD" (Cans 
inine')" I-Ie tllus says Synod should 
consider the whole mat te r ;  approve ; 
or, disapprove. But Svnod cannot ap- 
])rove or disau1)rove unless the con~mu- 
uications are  laic1 before the  court. And 
.ZE Missionary Boyle brought the whole 
matter  into the open. he and 14ission- 
aries Kelnpf and Mitchell should see 

1 Iha t  both uapers are in Svnocl's hancls. 
The Board is not a court t o  settle doc- 
irine or its application. In the mean- 
time MI-. Bovle will, or should, favor 
any quotations from his Communica- 
1 ion to the Board, Dec. 12th., 1946 and 
the following explanatory letter in 
February, 1947. Four  or five copies 
oi' the letter were made for the Board, 
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and i t  was read by the  Corresponclinp: 
Secretary to t he  Board. The Church 
wants  t he  1110st open, f rank  set t ing 
forth of the ~vhole  mat te r  for  i t  is of 
serious concern to the Church's worli 
ir_ China. 

Tlle follo~ving pal.agrap11 is from Mr. 
Boyle's clarifying let ter  which may 
seem to justify the  u~~der s igned  in ven- 
tur ing  to vote "No" 011 Mi-. Boyle's re- 
t a r n  to  China. 

Thc  letter was read t o  the  Board by 
the  Col.responding Secretarv. Mr. Eoyle 
says :  "1 would require Chinese con- 
verts  to accept the Distinctive Princi- 
pIes of the Chul.ch if (boldface his) 
thev do so honestly ancl i'r0111 real con- 
viction. 11 they do not believe, ancl do 
not accept these princii,les sincerely, 
!-et profess t hem;  or. if t he  Presbytery 
talrcs a n  ofiicial' position :)gainst one o r  
another  principle, t he  sicnation would 
scetu to  ~ .ec~ui re  sonle ad lus tme~ l t  by 
~vh ich  the  Chinese Presbyterv ulill ha\re 
1.0 malie its oflicinl choice. Ei ther  the  
Presbytery ~vould have to  accei~t  the  
\vhole svstem of doctrine. Cl1urch Gov- 
cbl.llluent and wol.ship, taugllt  by t h c  
Covenailter Chul.ch in America (as  f a r  
:IS applicable in China) ; or. if they re- 
fuse, to expect us t o  urithdraw frnm 
organic union with them." A m i n ,  "We 
n ~ u s t  r a the r  keel:, in mind their  n a 1 '  ion- 
a1 sense of sovereigntv, uncler God. a s  
a Chinese Church, and cieal wiih the111 
on the  basis of equality of position and 
judg-n~ent." These a re  unusual l~os i -  
I ions for  a mission to which Ihe  Gosnel 
Itss been so recentlv talcen. The  readel* 
1vil1 bear  in mind Mr. Boyle is st a t' 1n4 
1111.2 views ol' t h e  P1.esbytery ancl. a s  in 
Radio Station, "not necessarily his 
0 ~ 1 1 . "  

The  ma t t e r  of the  Chinese Cllurch 
standing off fo r  itself i s  befol-e Synod. 
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Mr. Boyle brought  I ~ i s  ouJn views be- 
fore the Board. I t  res t s  on Mission- 
a r y  Boyle ancl Dr. Iiempf xncl Iiev. 
Jessie Mitchell, constituent. members 
oT the China Presbytery,  t o  lay t l ~ e  
\\.hole mat te r  before Synod. 

(Synod) 
P. M. Foster.  


