


















































































































































































































































































































Hoi Moon is here reproduced in its entirety because the entire work is in the public domain in 
the United States, because it failed to comply with the legal requirements for copyright at the 
time of publication.  Prior to the Copyright Act of 1976, a copyright notice was required to 
appear on the title page, and anything published without a copyright notice immediately and 
irrevocably entered the public domain.  According to the Copyright Office, “The copyright 
notice consists of three elements. They are the “c” in a circle (©), the year of first publication, 
and the name of the owner of copyright”, and no such notice is present on the title page of Hoi 
Moon, nor anywhere else in the book.  The book was published circa 1970, but because no 
publication year is provided, its precise year is uncertain; however, it clearly preceded the 1976 
act.  Consequently, any reproduction (whether part of the book, or the entire book) may be 
made or used for any purpose whatsoever, without permission or royalty or any other 
obligation, just as if you were copying the King James Bible or the Mona Lisa. 
 
The above applies to US copyright law; if you are outside the United States, you must consider 
your own jurisdiction’s copyright laws.  US law does not recognize any moral rights in written 
works, but some other countries provide for moral rights that do not expire.  Moreover, unless 
your country maintains the “rule of the shorter term”, this book is likely still to be under 
copyright in your country.  For example, because the author died in 1985, this book will remain 
under copyright in Canada until the end of 2035 at earliest.  Please consult a copyright lawyer 
before using this work outside of the United States. 
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