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Chapter 1 Early History of the CBvenanter Mission in Scuth China (1897-1G28)
A, Introduction

A tremendous task awaited Rev, and Mrs, A, I, Robb and Rev, and Krs, Elmer
McBurney when they.arrived at Canton, China, on December 12, 1895, They were the
first Covenanter missionaries to go to China, much time needed to be given to the-
study of the Chinese language, and it was necessary to find a location for the
opening of a new misslon field, The road was not easy. They encountered drought
and inflation, The work was temporarily suspended because of anti-foreign uprisings.
Some of thelr number were called to lay down their lives for China, Yet, the
splrit of these missionaries and of the others who joined them later is expressed
in a letter from Miss Jennie Torrence to the home land, "But we know the work is
God's, not ours, and He will give all things necessary for the advancement of

His work here,"
B, Work Begun (1897-1909)

1, Evangellstic Work Started at Tak Hing

The Lord did provide for the needs of these missionaries, Although Rev, and
Mrs, A, I, Robb and Rev, and Mrs, Elmer McBurney were the first Covenanter
missionaries to China, yet there were missionaries from other churches who
provided a home for them until they found a place where they might live, They
also proved of great help to these new missionaries in a strange land by assisting
them in finding both teachera and helpers, and by taking them on itinerating trips
through the neighboring territory,

In April 1896, while on a trip with Rev, Simmons of the Southern Baptist Mission
to Kwong Sal Province, Mr, Robb passed through Tak Hing, on the banks of the VWest
River and about one hundred and fifty miles west of Canton, Here they met with
much success in selling books to the people who were friendly toward them, The
West River, which was soon opened to steamer traffic, provided a good means of
communication between Canton and this inland city, Thus, Tak Hing was chosen as the
locatlon for the new mission field and work was begun there in September 1897 when
a chapel was rented . Thw chapel was on the main street and served as a preaching
center, The misslonaries did not yet have living accommodations at Tak Hing, but
would preach every day for several weeks to the large crowds who gathered to see
the "foreign devils" and then would return to Canton to spend a few days with
their families,

The following spring the two missionary families moved to Kowloon, opposite
Hong Kong, This move was made because of the poor health of Mrs, McBurney, who they
hoped would become better if nearer the sea breezes, However, she continued in i1l
health, and it was necessary for Rev, and Mrs, McBurney to sail back to the United
States on February 25, 1899, This left Rev, and Mrs, Robb alone in China,

The first property in this ‘new mission:field was purchased on January "Qﬁ 19 9u
It was a plece of land near the river and about ‘a fifteen ninute walk from the .
center of Tak Hing, and was occupied by an old ancestral temple which was in\ruins
Part of this was remopdeled and made sultable for a temporary residence, and the,ffﬁ
remainder was torn down so that the brick might be used to build a wall‘about,thé7
large yard, The work of transforming this property proceededjwith-a sufficient

speed so that it was ready for Mrs, Robb and the baby when they arrived there on

May 5th after a four-day trip from Hong Kong. They were the first white woman and
child ever to be seen in Tak Hing, so were the subject'ef‘much attention from the
people, .

Rev, Elmer McBurney, separated from his invalid wife whom he left at hone, \
arrived back in China on November 1, 1899, . There he undertook the COneﬁfﬁCtion df i
a residence at Tak;Hing which would accommodate two families, :Meetingsjfor ~ %
worship were held each evening with the ‘thirty or fortyeworkmen engaged: 1n‘tbi3’,
task, Also, preaching services were held in the chapel 4in the city six. ‘ayS“eaéh'
week, Shortly after taking up residence at Tak Hing a man had been ﬁecs red to
assist with the work and then, early in 1900, a Chinese Bible woman had been added
to the force, : , ,;' o

Al though two men and several women became Christians during the firet year

no one was received into the church membership. The method was followed Qfﬁf
waiting until they should-ask to be admitted; which they had not yet done, it
a difficult time for those who became Christians, because they had to withstand

persecution which was .taking place at that time, A group had- stirred wp*yr a
the people, by making charges against the missionaries and_ihreaténiygfﬁny,ﬁexs ¢

who had any associations with them, During this time two women whoyh&@gu'q .
attending the meetings were kept at home and not allowed to leave the hgusei .

2, The Boxer Rebellion
During ‘the period from July 1900 until October 1901 the work was suspended

because of.the Boxer Movement, Emperor kwang Hsu had inaugurated & reform movemﬁnt;

but it was suppressed by his aunt the Empress Dowager, She followed an‘antirfoﬁEignj
policy and encouraged members. of a secret soclety known as the "Boxers" who ;
organized a political crusade the following year, late in 1899, Upon learning that

the Government made no strong attempt to protect the Chinese Christiamns, they undertook
to enterminete all Christians from China, They attacked the forelgners as well :
killing many of the missionaries along with the converts, Thus, the Covenanter

missionaries in this new field were forced to return to the home land, Two days

notice was given by the captain of the only stearmer remaining on the West River

of the last trip to be made, and the United States Consul on ihe ‘sale
all women and children to the coast,” So, on July 9th, the missions’



from Tak Hing, leaving the property in charge of the local magistrate who was

very friendly, Later it was learned that on the very day they left one hundred
and thirty missionaries were beheaded in another province, Being the next to last
family to leave the interior, they could not find rooms in Hong Kong and so went
on to Japan, Having waited there for two months and then seeing no prospect of an
early return to China, they salled to the United States, landing in Seattle on
October 16, 1900,

When Rev, and Mrs, A, I, Robb sailed from San Francisco on September 12, 1901,
following the Boxer Hebellion, it was with reinforcements, ¥ith them were Dr, J,
Maude George who planned to undertake the medical work and Miss Jennie B, Torrence
who had been walting since the year before to go out as a missionary teacher at
Tak Hing. Upon arriving in Tak Hing on October 22nd they found all thelr property
and possessions as they had left them 1in the hands of the magistrate, except for
the bed clothes which had been stolen and the damage which had been done by the
rust and the white ants,

The house which had been started by Rev, McBurney was soon completed after
their return to China, and Sabbath services were held here for those showing real
interest, Also, services were resumed in the chapel on the main street of Tek Hing,
Yau Sin Ming, commonly known as "Grandmother Tse", was baptized on March 16, 1902,
A woman seventy-five years of age, she was outstanding in that she could read,
After almost five years of mission work at Tak Hing, this was the first convert,
She became a great help and was of valuable aid in work among the women, On July 6th
the four missionaries and the one convert partook of their first communion to be
held in the China field.

In accordance with the soclal standards only women worked among women, Thus,
it was Mrs, A, I. Robb who for an hour before the service each Sabbath morning
explained the Scriptures to a group of women who, like most of the others, could
not read, These women, some of whom were more than seventy years old, would ask |
Mrs, Robb to teach them to pray, At the women's prayer meeting which she had
Thursday afternoons many of them learned of the Word of God for the first time,

Rev, Robb talked with the men after the Sabbath services, Also, he gave
cards with Bible verses on them to the young boys who learned Bilble verses and
could say them for him, He also engaged in the-distribution of Gospels, On one
occaslion of a special Chinese celebration when over five thousand gathered for a

parade of the idols the missionaries sold many Gospels and talked to all who
listened,

3, Arrival of Reinforcements
Soon others came to the China field, Dr, and Mrs, J, M, Wright and Rev, and

. China in the fall of 1907, arriving in Tak Hing on October 17th, This missionafy

Mrs, J. K, Robb with their son arrived in Hong Kong on the 3, S, Doric on

October 25, 1902, Dr, Kathryn McBurney and Dr, Jean kcBurney came November
2L, 1903, Then, October 23, 1904, marked the arrival of Rev, Julius Kempf at
the same port, It was necessary to build another dwelling to house two famiiiesWTf
and a church was erected, .W

The number of active communicants- steadily increased each year from feur in
1903 to ninety-eight in 1909, There was the preachlng, prayer meetings, and.
Sabbath School, a week-day meeting for instruction of the women, and Rev, A, I,
Robb held a class every evening for Bible study and worship, :

The unsanitary conditions which prevailed, the tropical climate. ﬁo which the
missionaries were unaccustomed, and the tropical diseases which were prévalenﬁ,
but of which medical science knew little at that time, were largely‘rgspéhSibléf'
for the four deaths among the missionary force in China within twenty months.
The first was Mrs, 411 (A I.) Robb at Tak Hing on November 16, 1903, followe
only two months 1ate§ three—year old son, Joe, On September 5, 1904 Dr, Jy
George, who had only arrived in China less than three years before, was called
give up her life while at the sea shore at Macao, Miss Jennié Tbrrenge the sist
of Mrs, Ella Robb, had taken the children to be with their grandparents in Americ
after the death of their mother, 1In the fall of 1904, though, she returned to

China to open her Girls' School, hoping soon to move into a fine new building. -

However, she also contracted a tropical dlsease and went to her heavenly reward
on June 26 the next SPE§E§A~LQQE?W months later, December 1, 1905, oocurred the

first &==% death of a: ngﬁtns‘Christian
In spite of the losses interest remained high in the home church Althngh

four had been called to lay down their lives in China, nine others saile@ for

party included Rev, and Mrs, W, l, Robb, Rev, and MHrs, R, A, Blair and daught@r
Rev, B, ¢, HMitchell, Dr, Ida M, Scott, liss Lena Wilson, and Mrs, Janet G, (A I, )
Robb, Then, on December lith of the next year they received Miss Jennie Dean —
into their number,

January 21, 1908, was a day of Jjoy in the mission station at Tak Hing, That
was the date of the first Christian wedding there, ’

L, Medical ¥ork Begun at Tak Hing

Medical work was begun at Tak Hing when Dr, lMaude George, the first medical
missionary, reached the fleld in October 1901, Prior to this time Rev, Robb had
effectively used what minor medical aid he could administer to dispel the fears'of’,,

the people that these foreignmers had come to harm rather than to help thenm, His
55 had

use of carbolized vasoline, gquinine, salts; and Qhe,pair of tooth for




convinced him of the doors to the people which could be opened through medical aid,
Thus, it was wifh thankful: welcome that a physician was received on the field,

A dispemsary was first opened in one of the downstalrs rooms of the Chinese
house, included with the first property purchased, where many’came to recelve
treatment, Later it was mpved into a room of the new residence and remained there
until they had a hospital,  Dr, George spoke through an interpreter during those
early months in China, dividing her time between a study of the language and
rendering medical aid, As long as the dispensary was in the residence building it
was possible to keep only an occaslonal patient in the house,

The medical staff was increased with the arrivals of Dr, J, M, Wright in 1902,
Dr., Kathryn McBurney and Dr, Jean lMcBurney the next year, and Dr, Ida M, Scott in
1907, Miss Anna Robinson, who reached Tak Hing in November 1910, also assisted
with the medical work,

A much-needed building was provided in the erection of Gregg Memorial Hospital,
This was begun in November 1905 and in fourteen months the main building and the two

wings vere ready for occupation, In the main building were the offices, waiting rooms,

dressing roomé, drug rooms, private wards, operating room, and sterilizing room,
The general wards, nurses' rooms, and the room for microscopic work were in the
wings, BEqually divided into a department for women and a department for men, the
bullding had a .bed capaclty of forty-four,

In seeking to aid a people who knew little of medical science it was necessary
to meet the problems of quackery, superstition, charms, and idol worship, Also,
the people were poor and many who needed help could not spare time from earning a
living to visit the hospital, Then, too, there were many others who remained very
closae to theilr homes and did not want to leave to go to the hospital, In order that
some of these needs might be filled, Dr, Jean licBurney took charge of the itinerant
work in 1908, Often as much as twenty miles were walked in a single day as the
journey was made from one market town to the next dispensing medicines, At each
dispensary the Gospel was preached and portions of 8cripture and tracts were sold,

Both rich and poor were given treatment at the hosptlal, Everyone attended
the services which were held each morning and evening in the wards, Also, the
patients went to the chapel for services on oabbath, The workers in the hospital
were Christians, and while giving the best possible treatment and care to the body
of the patient, each sought the salvation of those under his care,

5, Bducational Work Opened at Tak Hing
Although Miss Jennie Torrence was prepared to go to Chine in the fall of 1900
"to open a school, her date of sailing was delayed one year because of the Boxer

~ Rebellion, When she did arrive at Tgk Hing, she found many anxious for the school

so that they and their children could read about the'doctrine; liss Kbrfence"was
to open the first séhool for girls among 100,000 peopie, She found strength in-the
promises, "“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to &ll men
liberally, and upraideth not; and it shall be given him® and "whatsoeverfwe ask,

we receive of hinm",

Within a few months after her arrival, while Miss Torrence was'yet‘éﬁfy busy
with her study of the language, the Belle Centre, Ohio, Ladies' ﬁissionary‘gociety
pledged the support.of one%;igizsfﬁeacher ITt.was her plan to ‘gecura this first
one from the Presbyterian mission, Later Kr; Robb tried to find workers. in Cantonﬁ
but every station not only needed all the workeérs it had, but also waszbusy training
others,

The rice crops having failed, parents did not hayve sufficient food and so were

offering their children to the misslon, liss Torrence w&s @articu1ar1y Anxiéus 0
have a school building so that she might begin work and take théseichiidreﬁ into

a boarding school,

Then, although plans had been made for the school buillding which was 80
greatly needed, the value of building material increased rapidly so that ib woulda
cost much more than they had thought, Moreover, following-the death of he M
Miss Torrence had to return to the home land with her sister's children, Mo
she went back to China in the fall of 1904 intending soon to move into a new
building and stsrt the school for girls, Finally, when the bullding was comp:

and the school was about to be opened, Miss Torrence was dalled home and she 1

saw the opening of the 'school to which she had given so much,
Mrs, Jy e

Thus, in the fall of 1905 the Tak Hing "Love the Doctrine" Girls' SChool was op@ 3dy”,,

Later Dr, Kathryn lMcBurney took charge for two years, until her furlough in the ey

M. Wright offered to carry on the work which Miss Tbrrence‘faﬁ'p

spring of 1909, when Mrs, Wright resumed the responsibility. . Thé~iilnésé ofy%rs.

Wright placed the supervision of the Girls' School under lrs, A, I Hobb in ,
February 1910, MHrs, E, C, Mitchell and Dr, Jean McBurney were also of great help
in the school, , ;

The basement of the chapel was used for the first seminary class, started by
Mr, A, I. Robb in March 1906, Here the Ghinese were trained for evangélistic WOrR,‘ﬁj
The students spent their vacatlons in the six out-statlons which were opénéd in

market towns of the district, Aléo, the misSionarieS‘made occasional visits to

these market towns, and soon there was a growing group of,Christians to bYe. found ”

in these places, ” : | '
Just one year later the Bbys‘ School was started, Property had been secured

The first

in the city of Tak Hing and a school building erected for this purpos:



class under the direction.of Rev, A, L. Robb, consisted of fourteen pupils, He

was relieved two months later by Rev, Kempf who became supervisor of the Boys' School,
Then, in October 1908 Dr, Kathryn MHcBurney opened the Women's School, The

women came here to study and to learn more of the doctrine, They attended daily

classes in secular as well as Bible subjects and had a service each day which was

conducted by one of the Chinese evangelists,
C, Work Organized and Expanded (1909-1921)

1, Organization at Tak Hing

The Tak Hing district in which the Covenanter mission work was begun in China
covered a territory of -about 3,600 square miles, It lay partly on the south side
and partly on the north side of the West Riwer, The Tak Hing district had an
sstimated population of between one and one-half and two million, with 50,000 in
the city of Tak Hing, which was the largest in the district, Following the early
years. of preparatlon, much progress was made in organization, especially beginning
in 1909, This was possible partly because the public attitude at this time was not
really hostile, Also, the political disturbances which were being stirred up had
not yet become a hindrance,

Some chapels had been opened in the Tak Hing district even before 1905, 1In
a number of these new centers both school and medical work had been started as well,
Stations were opened at sha Pong, Ma Hii, Tuhg 0O, and Che Tsal, Tnree of these
had Chinese preachers all of whom had received their training at the mission Semiary,

The Christians were growing in the falth and many were enterinﬁactively into
Christian service, and reallzing their responsibility toward their fellow men, In
face of persecution many showed that they were sincere and willing to endure
suffering if necessary to maintain their stand for Christ., When some of the
converts were persecuted and threats were made to take their property and even
their lives, these Christians remained faithful to the Saviour whom they had
accepted,

The converts at Tak Hing had grown not only in faith, but also in number,. From
the first convert in 1902 the number had grown cach successive year to 4, 13, 23, 40,

53, 75, and 98, The time had come for these Chinese Christians to form a congregation,

The Synod of 1908 had appointed a Commission to organize a congregation at Tak Hing,
Thus, on October 4, 1909, the commission met with the congregation and elected Chung
Sik Man, Taam Hei Shing, Dr, J. M. Wright, Chan Tsz King, Leung Mau Hing, Chung

" On Taai, and Chue Hon Shang as elders. Lei Lin Cheung, Loh Kwan Ying, Mrs, A, I.
Robb, Tse Sz Man, and Chan Chi Tung were clected as deacons, The ordination and

qYnstallation of these officers took place on December 31, 1909, constituting the

?ffigial organization of the Tak Hing congregation with seven el&ersm,five déacons;ﬂ 
and a membership of one hundred and seventeen, T
The enrollment in the Girls' School reached forty, necessitating the~prbvision
of additional accommodations in a building originally intended for twenty-five.
In October 1910 the Course of Study outlined by -the Unificatlion Committeeﬁof fﬁe“
Canton educational association was adopted and the up-to-date NeQ\National Readers
were used in the school, Enrollment.in the Boys' School also increased, risiﬁg»ﬁy
1909 to forty-two pupils ranging in age from nine to twenty-nine years, The first
seminary graduation took place in February, 1909, with four students havin'g
completed the course of study, A second class was started the same year, .Within‘
the first two years nine from the Women's School became mEmbers’of‘the churgh,
There were manjopportunities for service to be rendered by the Biblg WOménywho
had received the training offered in this school, The first blind éupil wWho had
been taken in joined the group of believers and united with the Tak ﬂing congregation~'i
Thus, the schools grew and more were added to the number of Chriatian$q
A mission medical association was organized in 1910 with Dr, Ida &;’Scotﬁ as:Vi
president and Dr, Kathryn McBurney as the secretary and treasurer, They hal@' .
regular meetings to discuss medical subjects and. to plan thefwork,ydﬂhatfsrff ‘

year the first nurse, Miss Anna Robinson, arrived on the field, A medical sehool

was started to train the Chinese workers, so that in the years to COmé”théy
be the ones to carry on the work, During the year ending in the spring of 91l
ninety patients were treated in the Tak Hing hospital, 2 638 at dispenbarieé,f f 
2,135 during 159 1tinerary trips, besides those met at 59 outcalls ”"
Do Sing in the Tak Hing district and fifteen miles above the City of 1ﬁk N ,
on the south bank of the West River was entered by misslonaries in 1909, ihe’ﬁcr
was in charge of Rey, and Mrs, litchell and Dr, Ja&an Mchrney, Rev, and Mrg ‘E |
Mitchell moved to the Do Sing station in October, 1910, The first service in the
chapel at Do Sing was held Hovember 13th of that same year, Dvangelisticﬁ sehool,'*«y
and medical work were'ﬁegun in this center, Hork was also started among,ﬁhe:xl ’
lepers on the river bank there, Wilthin six years almost all of them weié’ ,
baptized, Then, in 1916, public feellng against the lepers running highy thcy
were bribed into the middle of the West River with promises of food and thew thedr

boats upset, and all were drowned.

2 '“xpansion to Include Lo Ting
The Lo Ting district, to the south and west of the Tek Hing district, had been
occupied for many years by the Christlan and Missionary Alliance;, Houever, thelr
center of work was in Kwong Si, the next province to the west, and Lo Ting was .
their only station in the Kwong Tung province, Thus, in 1913 they asked that the -




Reformed Presbyterian Hission take over their work at Lo Ting, They had 2 chapel

which would seat over two hundred, a building used for a girls' school, and an
eight-room dwelling, all of which were in good conditlon, A boys' school had been
conducted for some years and more recently a girls' school had been started, The
congregation of about one hundred members was evidence of the impact which “hristianity
had made on this vicinlty.

The city of Lo Ting 1is about forty miles south west from Tak Hing, on a small
river which empties into the West River about three miles west of Tak Hing, Being
two or three times as large as the first city in which the missionaries began their
work and having several very large towns nearby, Lo Ting offered excellent
opportunities for expanding the work,

The Reformed Presbyterian Mission took over the Lo Ting district in 1914 and
Rev, E, C, Mitchell was in charge of the work there, On October 15th the China
Commission of the Reformed Presbyterian Church met in Lo Ting for the election of
officers for the new congregation, The elders elected were Xei Ching Chuen, Cheung
Tik Chau, Lo Kwok Hing, Taam Tsz Ting, Lo Kam Poh, and E, J. M, Dickson, and the
deacons were Chan Chau Shan, Lei Hing Ting, Cheung Man Hin, and Au Chiu Tong, A

congregation was organized there on December 25, 1914, with the six elders, four
deacons, and seventy-seven members, Seventy-three were received on certificate
s e Unristdvn i Whasienany Alliancs and L YeEe secelved on. cenfession
of their falth and baptized at the December communion,

At Lo Ting a boys' school was started in an old Buddhist temple which was
used by the mission without the payment of rent because it was belng used for
school purposes, The second year Rev, D, R, Taggart succeeded in obtaining an
excellent Chinese Christian teacher for full time work in this school, The girls'
school; known as "The True Road Girls' School", was under the direction of Miss
Flla Margaret Stewart and had an enrollment of fifty-four day and four boarding
pupils, An adjoining building was rented, increasing the room capacity from
forty to sixty-five, The Chinese teachers from Tk Hing were of great help in the
schools at Lo Ting., Meetlngs were also held: for women twice each week, The
attendance at these varied considerably,

In Tak Hing the educational program had been centered about boarding schools
where the pupils were given work to do so that‘tﬁey might earn their way, The
situation was quite different at Lo Ting; Here almost all of those enrolled were
day pupils and paid their own tultion, HMany of these were from homes which were
heathen, but were wealthier than those about Tak Hing., Although there were good
government schools in Lo Ting, the Mission schools were popular and prwes pered,

bging the means of bringing the boys and girls to know Christ as their Saviour,

A new building of three stories, a gift of Nrs, R. Redpéﬁh of @latho:oxansaS;o f‘
was erected for the girls of Lo Ting, Tnis school, Bedpath's‘ﬁémorial Sohool ﬁég
completed and dedicated December 31, ‘1919 Before the closge of the first year all
except four of these girls became believers and asked for baptism two being held :
back by their parents, As each girl belleved she began praying and working for’
the salvation of one other girl among her friends, In Miss Rose A, Huston 8 schools
at Tak Hing, too, progress had been made so that by the end of this year every
pupil who was old enough was either a membexr of the cungregation or~hadfapplied
for baptism, ; ; .

Dr. E, J, M, Dickson was in charge of the medical work at Lo.ﬁing. Withih’
the early months clinic days were increased from one to three and a dispensary ,,'
set up in the same temple used by the boys' school, During the first«fivéjahd ”
one-half months at Lo Ting Dr, Dickson had 524 patients, twenty-four outcalls, gnao,'"
performed four operations; The next year he held ninety—eight olinios !
patients and eleven operations The number of: clinic patienﬁs was doubled t e
following year, A hosptilal was erected in November 1917, with no expen,; k
home church, but the burden of the cost being carried by the Chinese and:
building dedicated free of debt, Through the following years this hosp/ al
continued to be self-supporting, By‘l920 the dispensary was reaching ovoi fiv
hundred villages, The medical services reached far and plans wexrg laid to 1
care for the lepers also, Three acres of land were donated in 1919 for a L@per‘
Asylum, Dr, Dickson followed the policy of impressing upon the Ghinese their 47
responsibility for these unfortunate ones of their number and they were to -
provide for this. new work, ‘ ' , ,

The work of organization and expanslon was successfully carried on during”
this period and brought about growth not only in numbers but also in the
spiritual life of individuals and of groups, Duties were successfully placed with -
various committees, brlnglng about more effective operation in each of the phases 2
of the work, By 1921, in addition to the schools and the two hospit&ls, there .

were -five ordained ministers and. thelr wives, two single women, five Vhinese
licentiates, thirteen Christian men evangelists, and five women Bibleoledders“'
carrying on work in two organizé&,congregations and thirteen statioﬁs*with;
twelve chapels, There were 659 communicants and the thirty-one teachbré}had an
average attendance of 279 at their eleven Sabbath Bchools, Thére Wefe=also one-4
Bible class and nine prayer meetings held regularly., The four foreign teachers
now had a class of ten theological students in the training.school, who in the
years to come would thémsélves be carrying on much of' the mission work and

reaching out to new statlons,




D, Work Self-Supporting (1921-1928)

1. Self-Support Plan Adopted
the work at Lo Ting, in a community where there were

ren over from the Christtan and Misslonary

As has been shovn,
Christians when that field was ta

Alliance, the plan of placing as much as
This policy was put into practice more and more as soon

possible of the financial support upon

the people was followed,
as 1t was felt that the people were ready to assume this responsibiity, The

hospital at Lo Ting had been built by the Chinese and had been self-supporting,

the school students pald thelr own

Leper Hospital, the first structure being completed in 1924, with the lepers
of whom one had been an experienced builder,

tuition, and the Chinese provided for the

themselves doing the construction Work,

In Tak Hing also the work was gradually becoming more self-supporting, ‘The

industry training provided in the schools had enabled many of the students: to sell
the articles they learned to
The proportion of the student

offerings were belng given in the congregation there,
ening additional chapels only where the Chinese

make and thus pay part of their school expenses,

s boarding at the school was greatly reduced, Also,
The policy had been adopted

throughout the Mission of op

Christians had the deep desire- for a chapel which would prompt them to provide

one for themselves, Thus, step by step the Chinese Christians were encouraged

to become independent of the Misslon in so far as they could as soon as they were

ready for it,

The Reformed Presbyterian M
ther missions of the executlve authority resting with

ission in China had from the beginning followed

the policy carried out by o
the Mission, ‘The work, too, was almost entirely supported by the hone church.
The Covenanter missionaries, however, felt that the Chinese Christians should have

a share in the responsibility which was rightfully theirs, They sought to get

the Chinese to support the work as much as they could, Then, they took a step

te a major: advance in the nission work in South “hina, The
to a

which was to constitu

missionaries requested that the administration of the work be transferred

of the foreign nissionaries and representatives of the

‘douncil to be composed
with

Chinese Church, MNatters regarding the Chinese church would then be dealt

by this council, Also,
except for the salaries and expenses of the foreign missiona

they proposed to bring the Chinese church to a position
of self-support, ries,
This request was approved by the 1922 Synod of the home church,

There were many problems to be met in establishing this new form of

administration, Some of the Chinese were not anxious to assume the financial

~ burdens of thelr churches and stations, There were those among the workers who

" had felt secure under the support of the church represented by their missionaries

and now found their faith tested, This sense of insecurlty caused a few of the
workers to discontinue their services, Some were reluctant to glive up. thelx easy
nurturing under the missionaries' responsibility, There wWere cases wheare teachers -
were tempted to draw pupils into the school because of the tultion which their
enrollment would bring so that they would be more certain of receiving thain salary.,
It was a period of real testing for the Chinese members of the eongregations &
and the Chinese workers, and a venture of faith on the part of the misslonaries;
The policy of Chinese participation in administraiion»and;of completé self-support
meant a sifting in the membership and a limitation of the work to that which was
most essential, For the first time since the beginning of the misSiothgére was
no increase in the church membership of the South China church but rather a |
decrease of three in the year ending the spring of 1923, 1eaving a rolkl of 684
However, it was also a time of strengthening and there was;anvinorease~again th37’ 

following year, with the number of communicants: rising to 758,

Some of the Chinese *efused to ‘glve any financial ald-and only by the

salaried workers was aémuch as one tenth given Bven with the reduotion n ;he
work undertaken the major source of the support was through the tiﬁhes of

nissionaries, Yet the undertaking was not a.failure, + A large magorihy of th

salaried. workers did tithe , and the total Chinese contributions were ov
as large as they had ever been before, The leaders were diligent inﬁt@achfm th ,a#

members the duties and pr1v1leges'of stewardship, Although one teacher léfi
immediately because of the new policy and did "all he ‘could “to harm the Redpath
Girls' School, the enrollment went up to 128, the highest that it had ever been ﬁ
Many, many members dld show their Falthfulness and met the test of these new
standards set before them, There was not the falling away of member% whioh 80Me
had anticipated, but there was the starting of the Chinese church on itg road

of self-support,

2. Hindrances. to the Work
The early 1920 s“Were marked by almost constant conflict among the various‘i
political leaders, leaving much-of the. country with practicall/ no real rule
a large portion of the time, This situation provided an opportunity for k
banditry to become widespread, Much of the South,China Mission field was
subject to the~destruction%paused by these armed,groups of men, Hundreds of
villages were destroyed of‘bﬁrned anﬁ thousands of persons killed or held for &
ransom, Armies fiequently passed through the district, but without much fighting_
Dr, Dickson reportedy

"Not 51nce the Taiping Rebellion seventy years ago has this province in



.
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our work is located seen sp much unrest, distress and bloodshed as in the year
1923;'and not since the Boxer uprising of 1900 have so many of our fellow-workers
in Gentral and'NorthCChina been brutally assaulted, kidnapped or killed, Our
dwn‘district'has suffered much at the hands of robbers and the frequent conflicts
between contending military forces, but we praise His name that in spite of these
conditions and the difficulties that attend them, we have been kept in good health
and from all harm, and have never had greater opportunity for service, The Lord
has dealt with us exceeding graciously and we have great reason to thank Him and
take courage,"

Rev, Kempf wrote:
"In my nineteen years of missionary service no other year has been so full of
real danger, and yet we have not suffered a scratch, No other year has been so
fﬁll of’anxiety for the safety of the lives and property of others (many of whom
thrust themselves and their possesslons upon us), and yet they suffered nothing
of what we feared might be,"

Yet, in the face of these days of fear and anxiety there were those Christians
who continued in the spread of the Gospel in spite of the difficulties which they
encountered, Mr, Chan, who had become a Christian while attending a school in one
of the outstations from Lo Ting, at this time entered the most notoriously wicked
village of the district, There, at his own expense, he rented a house reported
to be haunted by devils, repaired it, and moved in, He supported his family by
selling medicine during the week and devoted his time on the Sabbath to preaching
the Gospel, Soon he had remodeled an old building into a chapel and within one
year invited Rev, R, C, Adams to baptize the twenty-two men and women converts,

Disasters continued during the year 1924-1925, The Tak Hing district had its
most destructive flood in many years, serlously damaging the mission property. A
snallpox epidemic threatened the Lo Ting district, making it necessary for Dr,
Dickson to organize vaccination teams to work throughout that area; Gambling
and opilum' smoking were prevalent, ruining many lives, War and political chaos
brought with it thievery, brigandage, murder, and immorality., By 1925 the
Communists were making strides in exerting an anti=Christian and anti-forelgn
influence, 1In some places attacks were made upon foreigners, but no demonstrations
'of‘a serious nature were staged in the Reformed ?fesbyterian Mission field,

These days which were so difficult and during which the people lived in

+

' almost constant terror, proved to be an opportunity for the Mission to witness
for Christianity., The people, in thelr time of anxiety and distress, turned to
the Mission and the missionaries for comfort and help, Many refugees crowded

into the Mission grounds and the Gospel was presented to all who entered there,

1k,

Parents brought their children to the Mission schools that they might be bettexr
protected, The hospitals were kept extremely busy caring for the wounded, Evén
a group of wounded soldlers were taken to the hospital for treatmeht and-they not
only paid their entire bill, but also left an extra gift of money tp show their
appreciation of the service which had been rendered in their behalf,

3, China Presbytery Organized , ;

In the midst of strife and turmoil, with the anti-Christian and anti-forelgn
attitude becoming ever more prevalent in China, the Reformed Presbyterian Church
continued to grow in South China, -Self-support was but:a =small’ part of the goal
which the Mission in South China had in view,” They were seeking to lsad the
Chinese Christians into becoming not only a self-supporting, but a self-governing,
and a self-propagating church, Other phases of this.project wers more important
than the financial aspect, One step toward self-government had been talen when .
the Council had been formed whereby the Chinese were represented dnd_given a volce
in matters pertaining to the Chinese church, and-in the program. -of evangeliém. ,

They hoped from the Council' to mowe forward and establish a Preﬁﬁyfery;, fﬂ

this foreign missionaries and Chinese workers would cooperate with equal author:
As soon as possible the work would be given over to the Chinese workerg and fhéﬁ 'w'
missionaries would move on to new and unoccupled territories, o ik
The China Commission at its meeting in Tak Hing on March 18, 1925, resolved:
"that the Commission present recommendations to the Council urging the need”afi
ordained Chinese ministers and the ‘erection of a Presbytery and that thé mbdér&t@rs v
of the Lo Ting and Tak Hing sessions be appointed a committee to prépare}these
recommendations, " : .
The Chinese Christians, Mr, Ch'ue Hon Shaang and Mr, Chung On T'aai, were .
ordained to the ministry. They were the unanimous choice of the Church in China
and began their duties immediately following their ordination, Then, on December
14, 1926, the China Presbytery of the Reformed Presbyterian Chuch was organized
and held its first meeting at Lo Ting, South China, The elders to this first' 
meeting of the China Presbytery were Chan Kong Ngal from Tak Hing and Lam Hon Teng
from Lo Ting, At the time of organizatlon the Presbytery had four ministers, the
two Chinese ministers who were ordained, ¥, M, Robb and E, Y, Mitchell, They also
had four unordained men under the care of Presbytery who were engaged in evangelistic
work under the Chinese Council, There were three other unordained men preaching
and doing evangelistic work who were self-supporting, This new Presbytery had
two organized congregations and thirteen mission stations, One of these statlons,

T'aai P'ing, became a congregation within the first year, -




1o poedems leaders were reluctant to deal with the problem of discipline
among “the church members, Sin and scandal in the individual lives of some of these

on the roll presented a real problem,- In 1928, though, the Chinese leaders did

adopt the policy of uprooting that which was harming the congregations and as a
result succeeded in purifying and strenthening the church, With an ordained Chinsse
ministry and theé establishment of the Presbytery -the Reformed Presbyterian Chuxch

in Soﬁth China was not only on the road of self-support, but also making advances

in self-government,

E. Summary

The establishment of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in South China met
with many difficulties, There was the unrest and anxiety brought on by the
revolution of 1911 when the Manchu dynasty was overthrown and the Republic
established, by the political chaos of the 1920's, with the overrunning of that
section by bands of robbers and the anti-foreign and anti-Christian propaganda
which'stirred up the people, Within the group of Christians there were those who
proved unfaithful, Yet, the results after thirty years of mission work in that
land were very encouraging., The misslonaries sought to evangelize the Tak Hing
district and later the Lo Tin§district of the Kwong Tung province in South China
through preaching, Bible study classes, itinerant work, offering theological
training, schools for boys, girls, and women, and through the hospitals, In each
case ‘the primary pﬂbose behind the efforts of these faithful missionaries was
that of evangellzation of the Chinese,

At.fimst the ‘preaching was the presentation of the gospel truth in the
simplest form, They were glven the truths of faith and repentance, Later they
were impressed with the dutles that grew out of the acceptance of the truths they
had been taught, As more hearers became interested Blble study classes were ’
started and prayer meetings were held, At times they had large evangelistic
meetings,

The itinerant work proved of immeasurable value in reaching many villages
of the two districts occupled by the missionaries, This method of reaching the
unreached was given more and more attention. Frequently many miles were traveled,
often on foot, to visit the outlying villages te which the Gospel had never been
taken, The missionaries would make theee journeys accompanied by Chinese
Christian workers,

Tt was the common view of the missionaries that the evangelization of this
section of China could be carried on effectively only through a trained Chinese
minietry. In accord with this the Theological Training School was given a
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and spent the other six months in evangellstic work in many villages throughtout
the district,

The schools, although offering secular and Bible classes, were maintained
primarily for the purpose of winning souls for Christ and of creating an atmosphere
which would instill in the students a desire for future Christian service on
their own part, Industrial training was also introduced to create in the ’
students a respect for honest work and to provide for them an opportunity to help
earn their expenses while in school, Many of the students in the schools did
enter active Christian work., The boys' school was a preparatory school for a
number of them for entering the Training School, The gifls in many cases became
Bible women, or teachers in either the lission schools or government schools, ~~
exerting a Christian influence there, Some of the women became Bible teachers
and helpers in the lisslon or returned to thelr villages and sought to win thelr
families, friends and neighbors to Christ,

The hospltals were the means of reaching many of the Chinese with the Goepel
Training was given the Chinese for becoming doctors and nurses, All of Lhe,_
assistants were Christians, Patients attended the meetings held in ‘the chapels ;
and services were held in the wards. Evangelistic messages were glven ah‘all
dispensaries, Many who came to receive medical treatment were won 1o Christ

The self-support plan was adopted and the Council formed in which the
Chinese were given a voice in the administration, Then a Chinese ministry
was established and the China Presbytery was organiszed, Ehough gtdll dn the ,
early stages of its development a self-supporting, eelf—governing, self~prcpa@ating
church had been started through the Covenanters in South China, ’

Miss Ella Margaret Stewart, in a letter to the home church, wrote;;u'.

"In looking over the work as a whole, you will see that the Chinese are COmiﬁE
forward into places of leadership and responsibility. We pralse God for this,
However, we feel +here is still a place for your missionaries in China, 5 .. .
Your missionaries are earnestly seeking to serve, rather than rule, the people 3
with whom we labor in the Lord, remembering that our Master said: 'The Son of |
Man came not to be ministered unto but to minister,..!' 'I am in the midst of
youas he that servethi 'A servant is not greater than his Jord, neither one

that is sent greater than he that sent-him,

16,




Chapter 2. Evangelization in South China Preceding the Japanese Invasion (1928-1937)

A, Introduction .

Dr, Dickson in summarizing the progress of the Covenanter Mission in South

China during the first thirty years writes:

"Our field in China was entered in 1897, when work began in the city of Tak Hing,
The districts of Wat Naam and Wan Fau, on the other side of the Yest River, were
invaded within a few years, and, later still, the district of Fung Tsuen, In
1913, the Christlan and Hissionary Allilance transferred the Lo Ting district to us,
In 1925, Hol Kin was entered, so that to date we have six districts in which are
scattered fifteen groups of over 500 believers, As pastors, leaders, teachers,

and physiclans, we have thirteen foreign missionaries at present in our China
field, There are also about a score of Chinese mgggggﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁx occupying positions
of leadership as pastors, evangellsts, teachers, and physicians, The population
is estimated at over one million, and, of course, is not yet completely evangelized,"

Systematic and regular effort was being made in China to bring the unbeliever
to an acceptance of Christ, and the confession of His name, Yet, the work there
was not without discouragements, During the first half of 1928 "war clouds
hovered in the sky, bandits ravaged the outlying districts, and Lo Ting barely
escaped the terrors of a 'Red' uprising -- but the work went on,"

B, Perlod of Peace
1, Obstacles Removed

Tn & letter from Tak Hing on December 7, 1928, Mrs, W, M, Robb wrote:

"It is Just a year ago since our city was filled with 10,000 troops, with distinct
communist ideals, Little de we know what turn affalrs might take., It was the
uprising in Canton that took them away from here with such haste that there was

no time for pillaging, We surely praise God for the way He has vouchsafed toward
us His keeping power,"

The Mission in South “hina was thus spared further interference from the
"Red Russlan" activities which had been hindering the work during the preceding
two years, Peace had come to this district,

Civil strife had largely ceased and an attempt was made toward reorganization
and improvements, The new soldiers were far better trained than those who had
previously been in this district, The Ministry of Foreign Affailrs even proposed
to return misslon property occupled by the military to the respective missionaries,
This proposal gave the missionaries hope that the government would try to do what
was right., They were also encouraged by the fact that the government did not

interfere with Ghristian schools,
On May 5, 1929, four thousand troops entered Tak Hing to the complete
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Scripture and prayer to those interested,” During three months she visited

oo

twenty-eight villages and towns, twenty of them being the first visit,

In July of th%same year Miss Mary Adams reported: "We have visited, in the
last three months, more than thirty homes where there has been from ten to sixty
1isteners in each one, BEach of these homes has meant a separate villege which
has from one hundred to one thousand people in it, Every home has bought some of
the gospels or booklets, Of these thirty .some villages, more than twenty
had never been visited by Christ's messengers, They always want us to come
back and teach them more,"

Itinerant evangelism was erphasized in order that the multitudes in need of
the light and truth might be reached. In places where there was no chapel, meetings
were held on the street corners, in temples, in rented buildings, or any sultable
place which could be found, When possible the groups were gathered in one of the
homes, Hundreds of tracts with simple explanations of the plan of salvation and
what it means tobe a Christian were left in the hands of all who were willing to
recelve them,

Plans were also made to follow up these visits, As liss Mary Adams wrotet
"Many have these gospels in thelr homes, and now we need to go and live in those
centers for a month or more, visiting those homes and explaining the truth, and

have a center, also, to which they can come for instruction,
C, Ixtension of the Work

1. Need for Expansion

As early as 1918 consideration was given to the opening of a new field, since
in the Covenanter Mission of South China the Chinese Christlans were gradually
assuming a greater portion of the responsibility formerly held by the missionaries,
and there were sufficient missionaries to extend the work, Investigatlions were
'made in Kwongsi and Yunnan Provinces, and, after careful study Yunnan Province
was chosen, Accordingly, tentative appointments were made to that province,
However, upon learning that the Uhinese Foreign lMissionary Society planned to
enter the same field, the Covenanters did not proceed with their plans,

In 1929, believing that new workers were needed in new fields, some of the
China missionaries were of the opinion that it nbuld be wise to place a missionary
minister in Canton, Dr, J. K , Wright expressed the following reasons for doing so
"(a) Quite a number of our members are there and should be conserved to the Church;
(b) It would give prestige and respect to our work as a whole; (c¢) Our Church
would be represented in the metropolis and center of South China; (d) There is
plenty of untouchel work in the city; (e) I believe our working in “anton would

n
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About the same .time the Revi W, K., Robb expressed his view conc@rhiﬁg
the extension of activities in thils manner: "There are vast r @aches which have
no Gospel messenger, For instance, there is Kanchurla with a present nopulaﬁion

of some twenty-five millions, and a prospectlve populatlon, within a faw years,

at the rate emigrants are pouring in, of fifty millions In th&t wide exp&nsa
the gospel messengers are few, tragically few, separated by hunﬂreda of mileav

Perhaps the greatest spiritual stimulus the Covenanter Church could @ét,wgul ’
be to open a new work in some unoccupled part.of the 'veglona beycnﬁ;?“". .
The Board of Forelgn Missions at their June meeting of lQZB,thed'tb'bPQﬂ a
new field in northern Japan or Manchuria, Misslonaries Wére @@adynfor thisby .
undertaking, but sufficient funds were not available at that fime; |
Br, E, J, M

"self-support” plan and advocated that a new field be opene@ on the Self~ 

“"Dickson repeatedly urged expansion asg the very 1ﬂfevo£'¢hé‘; .

basis: He listed the following.reasons for an investi@ation of the Manc mian”
"First we have been urged to come to Manchuria by missionaries in the ‘anadi n a

Irish and Scotch Churches, . In contiguous territory, we have received o:such
invitation, except on condition that we join the Church of Christ in a
Second, the need in Manchuria .ls greater, It 1s a newer country with a rap
increasing population and ‘is reported to be the most needy field in the Orien
Third, it is much freer from military and political strife, which has held up. our
work so seriously in recent years in South China, “burth it 1s far enough away '
so that our old plan of work in South China will not hinder it fno',being 861f~“ L
supporting from the beginning Fifth, the climate is much superior to the humid
tropical climate of South “hina, ‘ .
The Board of Forelgn Misslons appointed a committee of mnissionaries returning

to China to stop in Manchuria for a period of six months or a year to investigate
conditions there, This proposal was unanimously adopted by thie: Synod of 1930

2. Manchuria Station Opened , , .

Dr, and Mrs, E. J. M, Dickson and Betty Jo, Miss Rose Huston, lMiss Lilldan i
McCracken, and the Rev, J. G. Vos were scheduled to sail October 2, 1930, from
Vancouver on the Empress of Canada of the Canadian Pacific Line, to enter upon the
venture into Manchuria, Miss Huston, who was detained by the 111ness of herisistéﬁ;
and Miss Marian Milligan, fiancee of lr, Vos, salled from San Francisco May 20 of
the following year on the Ghichibu Maru of the N, Y, K, line.

Upon arrival in Manchuria, Mr, Vos had remained in Peiping, North China,
to begin his study of the language, ﬁeanwhile,lpr, and Ers, DiQkéon and Miss.
McGracken had proceeded to Harbinj Manchuria, This vas a city with half a nillion




pépulation where they held conferences with other misslonaries, made investigations
and took exploratory trips to determine the existing conditions, As a result of
this survey the following recommendations were made to the Board of Foreign Missions
and were adopted by the Synod of 1931

"Pirst, that our Foreign Mission Board recognize North Manchuria as a mission

field of theiCoveﬁanter Church, Second, that mission work be opened with

Tgiteihar and possibly Harbin as centers, as soon as workers now studying have
sufficient knowledge of the language, and that areas farther north be invaded as
soon as possible,”

The niethod followed in the entering of this new field was that of direct
evangelism only. No schools were to be built, no hospital erected, and no church
set up., ‘They were not even to employ any Chinese workers to aid in the evangelisnm,
except as converts and adherents saw the need and were willing to support them.

The misslonaries also lived among the people in the suitable accommodations that
could be found, rather thazhaving the church at homg build houses for them, as had
been déne in South “hina, This was truly a venture of faith,

Dr, and Mrs, Dickson had gone to Manchuria for the inauguration of the work
and then returned to the work in South China, In August 1931 the Manchurian
missionaries settled in Tsitsihar, a city of 90,000 population, in Heilungkiang
Province, There, while continuing to study the language, the missionaries used
all the available opportunities for tract and scripture distribution, and had
frequent personal interviéws, They held classes for adults and children to
instruct them in the rudiments of education so that they might be taught the Bible,
TLater, they held Sabbath Schools, prayer meetings, Bible classes for inquirers,
and did some preaching, Leaflets contalning the essence of the Gospel, and
explaining the purpose and methods of the Mission, were translated into Mandarin,
More than 20,000 Gospel tracts were handed out during the early days in that new |
mission field., The Chinese National Phonetic Script was taught to children so
that they could read the Bible, The Psalms and other Scriptures were taught to
classes of twenty-five or thirty. Hany hundreds of callers, averaging fifteen
or twenty dally, included Chinese Christians, Buddhists, Confucianists, Catholics,
Mohammedans, Russians-- "White" and "Red", Protestants, Greek Orthodox, Jews,
Atheists, Japanese, Manchus and Turks, Christ was preached to all of these

through personal conversatlon,

D, Organigzational Changes during the Pre-War Period |

1, Conversion to Bible Schools

At the time when these brave missionaries were opening a new mission in
Manchuria, problems were arising concerning the schools of SouthiChina, The
pupose of these schools is summed up in a statement from the Report of the
Board of Forelign Missions to Synod:

"Our schools have been founded in the conviction that they are direcﬁ
evangelizing agencies; in the further conviction, too, that they are necessary
to train the Chinese workers who shall in time gilve the Gospel to thelr own people."

In setting up the schools of South China every effort was made “to meet the
needs of the people and to provide an efficient instrument in the frainihg of
Chinese workers, Recognized schools were established which included many subjects
in addition to the Bible study, The missionaries, besides teaching the Bible
classes, held classes in arithmetic, English, music, singing, drawing, calisthenics,
and needle work, ' ' ’ R

Although the government was starting many new schools, theyﬁwéfe nétvaa_jét *
making provision for the girls on a wide scale, There were many ohild@én,"eﬁan ﬁ
boys, without any school, Thus, the schools of the Mission had been plaﬁne&'téﬁ

meet the requirements for secular education, In 1928 there were three:C6~éﬂuc'°

schools, at Lo Ting, Tak Hing, and Taai Peng, which were under the direction of .
the Council, The latter was a new-school.and the others were in what,ha&"’ '
formerly been the Boys' School at Tak Hing and the Girls' School ‘at LéﬁTihg.

The schools had “hinese principals, with missionaries supervising ag~uns@@ﬁ ﬁiﬁéﬁﬁ@gﬁ.

In addition to the schools for boys and girls there was the Indugtrisl School

for women at Tak Hing, Here they had a number of looms for weaving ﬁauélg}ﬁsiéth,

and other materials, The sale of haridkerchiefs made by the women pronded an v

important source of income for the school, This was entirely under Chinese mana@ementﬁi%
Because of the Nanking government's ban on the teaching of religion in the
schools, in 1929 the names of the schools were changed to '"places for teaching
the true doctrine," However, the curriculum remalned the same even though they
were not recognized as schools, In answer to the petition by Chinese Christlans
and missionaries for the repeal of this law the government replied thati
"To have elective religious courses in junior‘and middle schoalsrand:£b have the
privilege of worship in primary schools embody obstacles too difficult o permit
granting the request."”
The following year, because of the mew stringent educational laws, the

higher grade work was discontinued at Lo Ting, -However, the primary clagses were

still carried on, The enrollment in the Mission schools wag: decregsing because




the schools were not registered and thus were not so readily accepted by the

community. . .Also, the govérnment was establishing more schools and some 6f these

had af least one Christian teacher and others who were not antagonistic to Christianity,

At the December 1930 meeting of the Council they adopted the recommendation

of the Bducational Committee for the conversion of the schools to Bivle schools
for'pupils fifteen years of age and over, In these they were to offer both
classroomn work and industrial work, However, the ultimate decision was to be
made by the local Education Commlttee in each station,

Two Bible Schools were started, one at Tak Hing and the other at Lo Ting,
In the Lo Ting Bible School the daily program provided five hours for class work,
one hour for practical work, and two hours for industrial work, One semester course
consisted of 0ld Testament, Genesls; New Testament, Matthew; Chinese classics,
including composition and letter writing; and arithmetic, These were supplemented
by weéekly classes in Personal Vork, Sabbath School Teachers! Training, Music, and
Drawing, The school possessed three sewing machines, two stocking machines, and
several weaving looms used to teach sewing machine work, stocking machine knitting,
and towel weaving,

3ix or seven Gospel teams from this school visited in neighboring villages

during weekends, Also, during the Chinese New Year there was a vacation of five

weeks when the students went in gfbups throughout the district for direct evangelistic

work, = This was followed up through correspondence and the supplying of Testaments
and other literature, The purpose of these Bible Schools, as stated in’the report
of the China Presbytery, was "to train Christians who can avail themselves of the

opportunity to become stronger in the faith and more efficient witnesses for the

" Lorxd "

2. Work of Council Assumed by Presbytery

Although the China Presbytery had been organized in 1926, the Council
continued to function also, A glimpse of the Council meeting held at Lo Ting,
December 31 to Jamary 3, 1929, will serve to 11lustrate the functions of the
.Council, The Bvangelistic Committee reported the number of new members and
inquirers, The Literature Committee then reported on the distribution of Gospels
and tracts, Discussions were held on subjects pelating to 1
“the work that should be done by the evangelisté andahow to open new chapels;
Christlans as personal workers among their own people; Bible study and family
' worship in the home; tithing; keeping the Sabbath; the training of young men for
 the ministry; the educational and industrial work, "

Young men graduating from the Training School were accepted as avangelists, A
decision was made concerning the opening of the Training School at Lo Ting the
followlng year, Also, locatlons of the missionaries were recommended fof ﬁhe
next year,

The Council, composed of representatlves from the Chinese church and the
missionaries, was responsible for all work relative to the Chinese,church and
the work of evangelism in general, They met each year for &l conference; pfecedad
by a Bible Study, Committees on evangelism education, medical work, literature,
charity ang finance were active throughout the year,

The plan for the development of self-support and selfmgo§ernment on the part
of the Chinese church proved to be effective, ﬁ
“First, it made the Chinese brethren feel that we, as foreigners, dld not 1nténd'
to impose ourselves on China, It caused them to cOﬁaider Just of what value the

foreigner was to them;.and to look into the porospects of their presenL and R
without the foreigger, It placedauthority in their own handa, and énable@ the
more and more, accept reSpon51b111ty It encouraged them: to. give and to Qontn
what they gave, It met admirably the disturbed: conditions of ‘the ﬁimeﬁ.
Since the Presbytery had been organizmed for three years and theme Waa
lessening of the need for the governing body which had baen its predéceﬂsat, ,
at the Council of December 1929 the Chinese proposed that the Presbytery taks @V@r
all the work being done by the Council, = This would exclude unordained misalonaries
from participation in direction of the work, The Presbytery had heldj&ﬁ’&bﬁdrmﬁl;

that
position in - “most of the powsr. resided with the Council,

The Eleventh Annual Council HMeeting, preceded by a five-day Bible conFarehce .

marked another great stepping stone in the development of a sellf-governing,
self-propagating, self-supporting Covenanter Church in South Yhina, < It was voted
to place the management of the church entirely under the Presbytery, abolishing |

the Council, This became effective December 11, 1933, At this time the Presgbytery. =

had five ministers, five congregations, and eleven mission statlons, Fach ofi+
these sixteen different centers had from ‘ten to one hundred and twenty members;

In answer to the question of how the China Presbytery differs from a
Covenanter church .in America, Mr, Boyle has the followlng to say: A
“The differences a-e not easy to describe because apparent dissimilarity vanishes
when we get down to the human factor, The Orlental response to our church forms
is not unlike that of the West. Denominational Christian patterns have to a great
extent put a stamp on the presbytery guite like the original., The manner .of

worship was similar, Robert's Rule of order regulated the discusslons, SUbjﬁcik .

matter was, though in a different language, ldentical with that of a1




presbytery, I scarcely realized that a hemisphere separated me from my own land

and people,”

3, Incredsed Evangelism through Medical dork
The western medical work in the Covenanter Mission field of South China in
Pr, Wallace had
charge_of the Pak Al hosptial at Lo Ting after Dr, Dickson went on furlough, and
Dr,\Tsa Tsz Ying, asslsted by Dr,
Hospltal of Tak Hing, with no foreign physician resident there,

1926 wag carried on by twoe hospitals and seven dispensaries,

Wong Chan Yau, directed the Hetheny Memorial

The dispensaries,
all of which are independent, are in charge of Chinese who had been trained at the
Lo. Ting hospital,

evangelistic work along with their drug stores and dispensaries,

Several of those who were consecrated Christians did definite

A view of Dr, Wallace's work at the Lo Ting hospital provides a picture of
She conducted daily

She also
had  the reponsibility of keeping up the spirituaiatmosnhere among bhoth helpers

wha%agntailed in the activities of -2 missionary doctor,
clinics, trained nurses, and cared for both resident and out-patients,
and patients, The hospltal always tried to employ Christian helpers so that they
might minlister to the spiritual as well as to the physical needs of the patients,
The nurses frequently made visits to out-lying villages and also rendered aid to

the sick in the prison,

All of the medical work was on a self-supporting basis, except for the
salaries of misslonary doctors and nurses, The use of Western medicine in this
gection of Kwongtung Province was extended through the training of men nurses in
the diagnosis and treatment of many common ailments, It was men thus trained who
opened ‘up drug shops in varilous villages of the district,

At Lo Ting a Medical Soclety was organized for the promotion of public health
and. for future education in western medicine, This organization of sixteen
members was under the direction of the hospital, At the suggestion of the
Chinese one hour was given each week to special united prayer,

Through. preaching, «the GoSpelis carried to the out-patients day by day, The
in-patients are reached with the Gospel message not only through personal effort
In November, 1932, The Lo Ting

Hospital completed fifteen years of service, during which fifty thousand patients

.but also through the morning and evening services,
were treated, During 1932 alone, Dr, Dickson reported 439 patients treated in
the hospital and six thousand out-patients, These patients come from all classes,
the wealthy, the beggar, the official class and the coolie, Thus, many were

7,péa6hed with the Gospel message through the channel of medical work,

Y]

It was the endeavor of the Mission to make the Christian‘work done in the
hospital as effective as possivle, To this end a speclal evangelist visited
each interested patient in his own home village, The purpose in this,was-twdfold:
firstly, to confirm him in the faith; and secondly, to preach the Gospel to others
in his community,

A much-needed and long-desired isolation ward was added to the hQspltal at
Lo Ting in 1935,
outfit in 1936 further increased the scope of the work which could be handled,

The medical work at Lo Ting also included care for the lepers, In 1924 a small

pl® of land had been secured, a three-room mud brick building'guﬁ'ug by one who

The addition of a new X=ray machine and of an optical test

had formerly been a mason before acquiring leprosy, and three lepers were admitthed,
It was not until 1932 that the erection of a hospital for lepers whicb had

been started years before was finally carried to completlon, The work,hadUéf f

necessity been brought to a standstill because of lack of support and compuni

antagonism in the midst of political upheaval and disturbed condition ofzth@ﬁf y

country,
A prominent man of Lo Ting was largely responsible for macing it possible
This was General Tsal Ting Kal, thé

to continue the erection of thils hospital,
leader of the Chinese military forces at Shanghal during the struggle ag ngt Japa ;

In an effort to raise money for the leper work he made a gift of one thou%and ”
dollars, Not only was there a bullding erected to accommodate twentwaour léper n
men, but also another to accommodate twelve leper women, and & dwelling Tox thgf

business manager of the leper hospital,

E, Summary | | U
Dr. Ohenz Ching Yi, moderator of the Church of Christ in China suggests four ' 'isfﬁ
positive benefits which were derived from the anti-Christian and anti~foreign 4
disturbances stirred np by the Communist propaganda which caused so much confuslion.
and difficulty immediately preceding this period:
", The spirit of self-complacency has been greatly reduced,
2. There has been a fresh stimulus to meke new adjustments and formulate new
policies, as indicated, for example, in the rapid growth of the emphasls on
an indigenous Church,
3. Christians have been forced to think for themselves and to re-examine
their own faith,
L, The time of testing has sifted out from the Church those whoge membershilp

in it did not rest upon any deep spiritual basis,'




This great conflict was but one of the many problems faced by the missionaries
who went out to build up a Covenanter Church in South China, They had to learn a
new 1anauage with varying dialects in different localities, The climate was one’
of intense heat with threats of malaria and fevers of all kinds, Although some
are eéger to ‘hear, there remain many who are indifferent, Even among those who
seem interested there are ones who fall back into sinful ways, A knowledge of the
wickedness in America makes the Chinese less willing to receive the “"good news™;
Another hindrance is set up by those who spread false teaching, Greatest of all
problems is that of h@ﬁ to reach the millions of persons who are dying without
the knowledge of the baviour
Yet, in face of the many problems which the missionaries, had to meet, they
did go to South China and strive to bring the “hristian light into the corners of
darkness. As channels for reaching the people the Mission conducted primary schools
for many years, Later the stress was upon Bible Schools, Hospitals were established
at Tak Hing and Lo Ting, with a Leper Hospital also at the latter center,
Evangellsm was of first importance in all the work, Pastors, evangelists, and
Bible women made frequent visits to the out-stations and into new territory, By
1937 -the Covenanter Mission in South China had three congregations, fourteen
mission stations, and 620 members on the roll,
Mrs, Dickson's description of a Sabbath with the missionaries in China,
written for a group of "Juniors", gives us a picture of .the work there:
"Let us spend a Sabbath there with the missionaries, We must first go to the
chapel at 7 o'¢lock, Then we will go home and eat breakfast about 9...Soon after
this we can go with Mrs, Kempf, and perhaps Mrs, Boyle, to a children's meeting
(i Tak Hing), or with Miss Dean (if we are-spending the day in Lo Ting) to visit
the women in jail, or with other missionaries or Chinese Christians who go out to
invite people to church, '
At 11 o'clock there is Sabbath School at the chapels and the preaching
service follows at 12, You may elthér listen to the Chinese minister preach, or
if you prefer; you may attend the Junior service which is held in Mrs, Mitchell's
home beside the shapel, Many strangers come to the services, men and women with
poles over their shoulders on which hang baskets full of sweet potatoes or vegetables,
Many of the women will also have babies on their backs, They were passing on
,theil way to market and stopped to listen, They talk out loud, and call to each
olher so the Uhristilans often have to ask them to please be quieter, After the
meeting is over, a number often stay to discuss what they have heard, and

missionaries and Chinese Christians wait and talk with them,

If you come back with us to the hospital, yoa will find @ave~al dozen

chlLdren and patients have gathered in Dﬂ ‘all&ca s and Miss Barr's home where -

they will be taught Bible stories and verses. ”heze'avé several other Sabbé%h 1a
Schools held in the afternoons, besides meetings held,sn tba streets and out in the'f”
country, Dinner or supper, whichever you prefer Vel aall it for most people cat
but two meals a day -- comes about U 130, And still “there are maetings: Youn&

People's first, then services in the chapels, schools, hospital, oxr di&pens&ries.5 £’

Special evangeligtic services are held for non-Chrlstians and for Government

students, - Thls is really a very incompliete picture of a Sabbath day, for aﬂthough
many hear the Gospel in these meetings, there 1is much personal digcussien with ,
and prayer for those interested,  What really counts is when ~someone ay@, 'I 11

take your Saviour to be my Saviour too




Chapter 3 The War and Its Effect on Covenanter Evangeligation in South China

(1937-1947)

A, Introduction

As early as 1933 one of the misslonaries in South China wrote home that the
situation between China and Japan was becoming tense and that the Chinese were
expecting a long and bloody conflict but were prepared to sacrifice whatever was
necessary to drlve the Japanese out of Chinese territory,.

By 1936 Japan was rapidly moving troops into northern China, Popular
feeling in China against Japan became more intense and more vocal, Japan was
demanding more and more territory, Also, that government had forced Chinese
authorities to permit extensive smuggling, Finally, they agreed to pay one-eighth
of the regular fees, which merely made the smuggling legal,

B, War Comes to China

1, Invasion of the Japanese

Japan did enter China July 7, 1937, and the soldiers fought bitterly near
Peiping, Although the Japanese had not declared war on China, they used the
air force to kill .thousands of people and bomb many buildings of a crowded
Chinese city.

Because of these war conditions the Sate Department ceased 1lssuing passports
to China, Thus, the Reverend Juliug A, Kempf who had planned to return to China
in the fall of 1937 was detained in the home land until the following summer,

In China the consuls were unanimous in their view that no American citigzens
should stay in China, However, although the coast in South China was blockaded,
1t seemed unlikely that the Japanese would reach as far as Tak Hing or Lo Ting
and so the Covenanter missionaries remained at thelr stations, It did mean
geparation of families, however, as Mrs, Boyle kept the baby at Cheung Chau, and
Mrs, Mitchell stayed there with them, Women and children from other missions
moved there also, |

Before the close of 1937 the Japanese were making frequent alr ralds over
Canton and some of the coastal cities near Hong Kong, Hany innocent persons were
killed in Canton and fishing Junks were ruthlessly shot down, The West River
was also completely blocked, Tak Hing was full of drafted boys in training,

By early 1938 the war was taking boys from the misslon school and some of

“the Lo Ting Seminary class volunteered to enter the military acadenmy, Luke,

one of the boys, enlisted in the army as a private, in order that he might
preach Christ to the men in his company, The Whampao Military Academy was moved
from Canton to Tak Hing where it remained for most of 1938, Canton was captured

Cctober 22nd o? that year,

hospital became a home for some of these refugees, Within a few weeks during the -

kiiled 1in one of the Tak Hing bombings,

_through the Chinese Christian committee which alded in dispensing;fuﬂds‘égﬁfribgﬁe&

There had been months of air raids preceding the capture of'Camﬁcm;fﬂuriﬁg ,
which many left the city and moved inland to seek safety in Tak Hing. The

summer of 1938 the population of Tak Hing increased to three times its normal Siﬁ%?Lv
The presence of the military academy made Tak Hing mors susceptible to aiﬁ s
raids and so bomb-proof trenches were made throughout the city, fIhere was one
near the hospital and another near the girls' school, :
However, the first air raid at Tak Hing did not occur until the early summer
of 1938, when four bombs were dropped, but mno damage was done, Raids over Talk
Hing were usually on return trips from those made in Kwangsi Province, rather thah

a direct target of special ralds, Before the year was over, though, founr were

"Mother Lei paused in her midday toil by the side of the pond to waah hex
hands. She looked up wonderingly at the silver planes roaring across th@ blue
September sky., Suddenly thenqwas a blinding flash and a pain cr&zed womanfr&n ,

in circles screaming, 'Save life! Save life!’ " That night two little Ohi,dr,;

called and cried for a mother who cannot answer,® .

Lo Ting was free from air raids for a longer time than Tak Hing, Héwévar;
on February 25, 1939, forty-four bombs were dropped on the main street, killing
sixty persons and injuring two hundred others, The Misslon qchool &nd hespital
which are in the center of the town Wwere untouched althoughbombs Fell onéali
four sides of them, (

In June 1939 work was begun in the refugee camp near lo Tih Ehé government
provided food and shelter for these refugees, but the church met their oth@r '

needs by rendering medical care and supplying mosquito nets, These Were Qrovidgdzl

by the home church, :

The purpose of the work in the refugee camps was not only to meet the
physical needs of these people and to alieviate thelr sufferings, but alsc to
minister to their spiritual hunger. HMiss Stewart wrote of her Joy when one Jul&
morning in 1941 six children of the refugee camp brought the first ‘mohey” they
had earned during that vacation to buy Bilbles, .

Following the fall of Hong Kong in December 1941, there was a greét
migration of refugees inland to places of greater safety, A number of these went
to LosTing, Among them were many Christlan leaders who proved to be of valuable

aid in their cooperation with the work among the refugees,




32,

By early 1943 the refugee camp at Tak “1ng had been decreased to a minimum,
““There were still about sixty WOmen, children, and old men, Some help was given

4o these through the Internatlonal Relief Committee,

2, Confinuation of Work in Face of War
EVen in the fage of the dangers of war the Covenanter missionaries did not
subnit to ‘the répéated requests of the United States Consul that they leave China,
Rathexr, they vremained in order that they might not only maintain the former work,
but also- to strengthen the Chinese in this time of great distress and to reach
out to the refugees, Miss Stewart expressed the view of the missionarieé@n saying
" While the Consul keeps writing and advising us to evacuate, we do not expect to
Yeave our work.so long as'ws feel”God -wants us here, The Consul-is.not ordering
us out, and seems willing to let us stay -- on our own responsibility,"
Not only did these missionaries who were on the field remaiﬁ thgre, but
‘Miss Jennie Dean, who had been home on furlough, returned to China, Also, the
Reverend and Mrs, Lester Kilpatrick went to China for the first time and entered
' the language schoql in Cheung Chau, These three salled from Vancouver on the
S, S, Impress of Russia.on October 1, 1938, ;
In November of that year about fourteen bombs, some of which were incendiary,
~wefegdrdpp§d at the cgn%ﬁr of the small city of Wan Fau, setting the business
_district on filre, More than twenty persons were killed and many more were
injured, Miss Adams was visiting in the villages at the time and all of the
Christians were safe,  Yet, on the following Sabbath, which had been set on as
thé date for communion, the Wan Fau congregation gathered, These people dared
to face the danger of coming into this town and in the chapel, the roof of which
had been punctured by machine gun bullets or bomb fragments, they commemorated
the death of oux Lord,
In addition to the continuation of the regular work, there was continued
growth in the outreach of the liisslon, A seminary class was begun at Lo Ting
under the reorganization of the schools which took place in 1938, About the
“same time one of thae teachers of the Lo Ting school was appointed to visit in
the cbuntry stations and to hold Bible classes there, Thus, those Christians
who were’isol&ted in the country stations were .provided a greater opportunity
to. study “the Bible,
In the midst of the depression brought on by the war and with danger of
being bombed, the Lo Ting congregation sought to ralse money for a new church

bullding-which they needed, - They succeeded in ralsing nine hundred dollars

national currency, This was forty per cent of the total contributions of the

ms &3 N o . - . -
Lo Ting congregation, which were higher than in any previous year,  The group of

Christians in Chaai Kong the same year, 1941, undartook to prepare their own
place of worship,

3. New Opportunities Provided

The missionaries were kept particularly busy éurlng these years because the"
refugees, orphans, and students who had come to the district all provided
opportunities for reaching more people with the Gospel, Both the nissionaries
and the Chinese Christians did all they could to show the love of Christ to
these people in great need,

The HNumber Five War Orphanage with thirty girls and one hundred and sixbyueighb
boys was statloned at Lo Ting in 1940, This was one of the thirty-six war orphanagcs ¥¢
throughout Free China: which were sponsorcq by HMadame Chiang Kail Shek, Althcu‘d
the non-Christian superlntendent and teachers of the orphanage sho wied little ’
interest, the Mission did feel a responsibility for these children and wa% a

to conduct regular ‘Sabbath School classes as well as making vecraaticnal Qont&ct%
with both the orphans and the teachers, Also, the Mission hospital administere
whatever medical aid was needed by the orphans, ' .
After caring for the spiritual needs of these children for more %han Lwo,['
years, Miss Dean and Nrs, Wong were saddened to see the Lo Ting“N&mb@r Fﬂve‘H@f
Orphanage moved in February 1943 to Lok Cheung near the Provincial C&pital :
The following month the Number Four War Orphanage from Ko Chow ‘spent one WGek in%
Lo Ting while on the way to the same place, The Mission used ﬁhis oppgrﬁwn;by ﬁ@x,"
presenting the Gospel to these chlldren ; . 3 . ”“ 
Shortly after the orphanage left the city of Lo 'Ting, many students mcvcd in,
Besides the three government high schools in that cilty three other 5Ch001%
travelling “on foot" gstabllsned themselves in Lo Ting, There were more ihan
three thousand students, The missionaries and Chinese Christian workers spent
much of their time on Saturday and Sabbath organizing work among . the stud@nte.f'w;
In addition to the Bible classes held at the free hours during the week, they
had Sabbath Schools and worship services on Sabbath for the students, Algo;, Bibles
and New Testaments were distributed ampng them, - The chief emphasls waé,on the
Saturday evening Student Fellowship evangelistic méeiings, For those students’
especially interested there was a Saturdéy afterncon class for inquirers, |
Then, at all times the %ission was open to any students who wanted to bring
their problems, music, English, or friends,

The Hission also sought to-meet the.needs of the many refugees who came




through tne district In the'government camp at-Lo Ting: there wereinearly two
hundred civilian war Vefugeea. Tarough American Covenanter relief money, these

were provided with benches, tough grass, .and cloth so "that they could make

needed mosquito nets and grass sandals, - The soldiers needed @ new pair of grass

sandals about twice each month so that the demand for them was heavy and the
refugees could éontribute to their .own support through this trade,

At Tak Hing twenty refugees had been taken in after the fall of Canton,
Some ‘had been glven rice, and others full support,- Then, in June 1939, a
government refugee camp wag moved to Tak Hing., So, the Mission did not need
to take in any more that summer. Only two months later, however, the district
or county governments were asked to take over the refugee camps, but the local
officlal of the Tak Hing district refused, . Tnhe Mlsslon had been holding two
meetings and providing.medical care for these refugees,

With no one to assume the responsibility for this camp it was-about to be
closed, Rather than:to have all of these people left without. support-and with
no place to go, the Mission ylelded to the entreaties of the refugees and in
September of 1939 took over the care of these homeless victims of the war, With
the refugees they already had and the eighty-one persons, thirty-seven of whom
were chilﬂreﬁ taken from the government camp, there were one hundred
Including the two-Christlans in charge, living in the former chapel and in one
ward of the hospltal_ By making bamboo beds wide enough for two and of the
double=decken type, 1t was possible to provide accommodation for all of these
and more 1f necessary.

These people shared in the work by helping with the cooking, carrying
water, sweepling, and gardening, Some raised pigs and goats and had vegetable
gardens for thelr own use, They were taught to make grass sandals, They kept
a_share of the earnings from these, but deposited at least one-half of the
profityfor‘their future needs, such as buying of clothing or to be used in
returningmhome_

As in all phases of the work the Mission sought to meet not only the
physiéal,ﬁeeds but alkso the spiritual needs of these refugess, Bible classes
were held . dally, both morning and evening, and were open to all, There was
- also a r§éular school: for the children, Besides these, a class was held after
“the evening service for the i1lliterate women, HMHany of the refugees accepted
Christ, a number of whom were baptized and received into the church, and
later returned to their homes as loyal witnesses in their communities, Of the
;,,‘fifty~Four refugees at the Mission in 1943 all except two of them confessed
. their faith in Christ,

In addition to the refugees for whom the Nission had taken on ﬁﬁé :
responsibility of their support, there were many others in and néarfTak'Hihg to
whom aild was given, ' Thexre were two hundred refugees in the city of Tek Hing who
received aid and to whom the Chinese Bible women took the uOSDGl

There were also eighty boats anchored in the West River near Tak~§ing,
Those families were a part of the boat population of Canton and had besen moved
inland by the ' government, which established a métch factory at Tak .Hing. to
provide employment for them, Here was an opportunity for carrying the Gospel
to another group, and the missionaries did go out by boat to visit some of them,
¥hen the match factory found it necessary to close at. times because of: the
shortage of materials, aid in the form of the distribution of rice was glven to
these people, The HMission also planned to cpen a combinaﬁion day nursery,

kindergarten and first grade to care for-the small children S0 th&t thelr
mothers could work+in- the factory,.

Not only did tne missionaries and the Chinesc Cbristians miniater to. the
physical ‘and: splrltual needs of the orphans,,students and xefugees bu%~&la@
of the soldlers@' Speclal services were held for the Chinese oLdiers,Mho I
the city, Then, when a group of American flyers were statloned near this
locality, meetings were held for them also, Thus, as each of these groupéiéaﬁ 
within the reach of the lMission an effort was made to mest thelr needs for fQod

medical care, educatloh, trade and recreation and +to present Christ to them,

4, Phases of the Work

A1l phases'of the work during this period were, of c0urse much aff@ctéd by -

the war, In general, the regular work was continued with the burden greatly
increased by the wider outreach to the varilous groups entering the distxicth ’

Gregg Memorial Hospital in Tak Hing treated more than twelve thouéand persons . f
in 1941, Of those over five thousand and seven hundred were war refugees. The P
proportion of refugees rose, comprising £ifty-four -per cent of the sixteénA '
thousand patients treated in 1944, Although many were given free treatlment the
hospital continued to pay its own way and in 1943 had one of its most successfal
years, '

The leper work was also maintained and there were even more lepers taken dn, -
Of the twenty-three inmates in 1944 fifteen were baptlzed Christians, 1In all of
the medical woxrk the Gospel message was always given along with the hodily

healing needed by the patlent In the hospital a Bible woman was of cbnﬂideréble -
assistance in the services for the in-patients and in having talks with them ag:

well as in the semi-weekly Bible classes conducted for the n—lpers in the hospital’f



'VSheTélSO spoke in the 01inié‘evangeliStic servicés,

In the midst of the unusually heavy load placéupon the hospital by the
»wér conditions the doctors there did not neglect “the training of medical
assistanﬁs’who would be greatly needed in the days to come, Two nurses
completed their training in 1944 and three new ones were received into the
hoapitsl for training,

Other young people who would later assist in the work were being trained
fiﬁ fhe Bible Schools, [The Bible Training School for young women at Tak Hing
had two objectivegr '
ﬁ j"One to train girls and women to be living epistles of Jesus Christ.and to
’ ’do voluntary Christian work in thelr own homes and villages; the- other, to

train women who will be able to devote their whole time to Christian work,"
" As the Japanege entered South China many of the women and children left
_the city of Tak Hing to seek refuge in the villages. Under the circumstances’
1t dld not seem wise to continue the Bible School for young women and so this
was disbanded October 24, 1938, two days after the capture of Canton,

The Bible School and Seminary for young men at Lo Ting was continued,
After the heavy bombing of the city in February 1939, however, the classes were
noved to a Christian home outside the city wall, Here they maintained a full
schedule of classes, including: 0ld and New Testament, Pastoral Theology,
Homiletics Church History, Religious Education, Chinese Literature, Chinese
Hisﬁdry, and practical evangellstic work,

Ihe entire school moved to the country for field work during the month of
May, They had only two hours of Bible classes and then went to the villages and
markéts'in the afternoons, At night they frequently held meetings in the town,
On 3abbath they went to different stations to hold services, Then, in July the

students had opportunity for further service as they worked either in their

own villages or in one of the mission stations as summer evangelistic assistants,

Gradually the young men were taken into the army, At the December meeting
of the South Yhina Presbytery it was voted that the Bible School at Lo Ting be

disbanded because of the shortage of students, This took place Jamary 24, 1940,

At'the same meeting of Presbytery it was also voted that primary schools be
opened at both Tak Hing and Lo Ting, This wasknow possible bescause in 1938
GéﬁeraliSSimo Chiang Kal Shek had revoked the law forbidding religious teaching
in misslon schools, The Tek Hing school opened with one hundred and twenty-four
pupils} including forty refugee children, who were not charged fees. The first
~ slx grades were provided,

37.

This school could not open as an accredited school in September 1943 since
there weresnot sufficient funds to pay the teachers' salaries which Were higher
than formerly because of the rise in the cost of living; "The Presbyteﬁ& had :
shifted the aid which had been glven to the school into di@ech,GVangé;isticiwork;,
The fees of the school could not be increased to get more meney because the Tak :
Hing business men had formed a non-Christian free accredited school, Thus, only
sub-primary, second and fourth grades were continued in the Tak Hing Mission school,
This pywovided for most of the refugee children and&hose in other grades attended
the free schools in the city,

Other phases of the work cominued much the Same%as‘ﬁeﬁore3the wax, Itinerant
evangelism was still carried on, though at times limlted, with5ﬁhe'éaopératibn '
of the Christian jailor a weekly Bible class was held for the men an evangelistlc
service for the larger group was conducted on Sabbath, and a weekly meetimgffas ‘

available for the women,
The South China Presbytery continued to meet each year, preceded by/ast,

conference, though there was occasion when: they made the meetings shmrter than

usual because of the danger that the roads home might be bombed beﬁore they’c
return, However, there continued to be the regular good fepresentationfa% the
meetings of Presbytery, , -
One of the developments which grew out of these meetings was the cyrcuit
system of shepherding congregations, In this plan a pastoxr goes to a cantrally -
located congregation for one year of residence, Another development wa,1ﬁbat of'

holding a meeting lastlng more than one month for the training of. @vangelista.
Also, a new emphasis was placed upon religlous training in the homea, V
were appointed for the purpose of giving guldance in this respect An ffort | -
also made to reach the educated people, To this end a Christian publishing board'“'“” E
wes organized to preach the Gospel by the printed word, Ihey'publishéd,a g;ngle :
sheet church paper‘{wice each month for Christians, ' '

Even during the war the church continued to grow, The member&hip in the Ak;
South China Presbytery rose from 620 in three COngregatlons and fourteen mis@ion
stations at the time of the Japanese invasion into China to-a roll of 816 memberah
in three congregations and sixteen mission stations in 1944, There“was an .
increase of eighty-two members during the year ending the spring of 1944,

Bible classes were held in some of the of the villages, One was held in
Taai Peng and then one week was spent there visiting the homes of the Chrisﬁiansr,
Also, a Bible class waszhéld in Lo Peng as well as nightly evangelistic meetings,

5, Kr, Hitchel Alon® on the Field
Only the Heverend.J, C, ﬁitahel remained on the fiéld by th




of 194k, whereas during 1939 +there had been thirteen Covenanter missionaries
in Soﬁth China and one home on furlough. Dr, Edna M, Wallace had returned home
the‘previqus summer for her regular furlough,  Then, their furlough being due,
the,RgVérend’and Frs, B, C, litchell arrived in San Francisco Harch 30, 1939,
onyihe,S. 3, President Uleveland, The Reverend Lester Kilpatrick and his family
arrived at Los Angeles one year later, They had been in the language school at
~Cheung:0hau,;pfeparing for service on the mission field, but because of the
illneés of Eré, Kilpatrick had been forced to give up their studies,

Then, in'February 1941, it being time for their furloughs, tiss Mary Adams
and Mrs, Boyie with her young son, Scott, returned to the United States, The
Reverend Sam Boyle remained in China, where he was greatly needed, until someone
might be able to take over the work he had been doing, '

7 The Reverend: Jegse C, ﬁitchél resigned his pastorate of the Hebron congregation
and in October of that year he arrived in China and the Reverend Sam Boyle, whose
furlough was overdue, left the field to be with his wife and child in the United
States. When Mr, Mitchél left his wife, son, and daughter in this country and
went to China for about eighteen months to relieve Mr, Boyle, he did not know
that it would be more than five years before he would be back in this country

" with his family,

Miss:Barr was-the next. of the missionaries to leave South £hina, She went
to Hong Kong‘for some-needed dental care and was caught there in the fall of
Hong Kong in December 1941, Advantage was taken of her training as a registered
nufse and she was Kept busy treating wounded soldiers, Later she was repatriated
and arrived in New York aboard the Gripsholm on August 25th of the following year
along with:Mlss Rose Huston and lMiss Lilllan McCracken of the Manchuria mission
field,

miss Jennie M, Dean, Miss Ella Margaret Stewart, Dr, Ida Scott, and the
Revevend and Mrs, Julius A, Kempf were enabled to stay in China and continue their
work until August 1944, ~Then, they were forced to evacuate, and an unusually
long and hagzardous Journey home followed, They went from Tak Hing to Wuchow by
tow boat, on to the alr field, flew in a military plane to Kweilin, went on to
Kunming, continued by C.N,A.C, to Calcutta, and had a five-day train trip to
BOmbay. Then, after a’ thirty-three day trip across the Pacific, they arrived
in Los Angeles on November 18,

" This left the Reverend Jesse C, Mitchel alone on the field, He remained
in order that he might aid in the distribution of relief funds and keep up
communication with. Tak: ding and Lo Ting, His plan was to stay and to keep ahead

01 th Jabaneba He, too, had to evacuate when the Japanese invaded the area of

the mission, Before doing so, however, he went’f*oﬁ Lo Tl‘z ta»éak‘%ing on
September 11, 1944, to assist in evacutating the orphans, haspi%al refugees,

and some of the Chinese Christian workers ~The: orphanage moved to Lin Taan and

the hosptial workers went to Lo Ting,  Then, having completed this work by daylight
of the next day, he had to leave Tak Hing without returning to his station and

took the first boat up the river to Wuchow, arriving there on September 135, Then,
some American pilots took him“to Taam Chue and he went on: from therea to Liuchow
Next, he proceded on and two days later, September 28, reached TuShan whioh is

also in Kweichow Province, on a truck hauling supplies for the United States ammy,

and stayed there nearly two months, Thus: :
"stage by stage, largely on foot, at other times by army freight trucks, and with
much effort and in all kinds of discomfort, he made his way from city to city - ﬁ
100 miles, then 200, then 150, through ice and snow and freezing cold to Piekick ' f'“, |
in Northwest Kwelchow; then nearly 300 miles -- until at last he reached Ku_ - .
December 19," _ : . 7, .

Along the way he saw such sights as that at wnchow with "thousands of

refugees leaving by every road; the river almost filled with launches pul Z

capacity loads, mostly heading west." 'Then, at Lau Chowt

“"The railroad yards were full of trains, every car loaded with people and'goodﬂ,
even the tops covered with people, Underneath were platforma built across thgw
rods, the men, women and children were riding there," o
And, on the way to Tushan: :

"From the start each side of the road was lined with refugees They had whceﬁ
barrows, rickshas, pony carts, oxcarts, man carts and other ways of carrf '
baggage, old and sick people and children,« Scarcely. none Were riding who COT
walk, Some had already had to dispose-of thelr clothes; bedding, and sametimes
children, to secure food, ' '

While at Tushan HMr. Mitchel taught some classes in the Bethel Bible School
They invited him to continue teaching in the" school but he felt that it Has

necessary to move on to Kunming to arrange for funds for the field, Two preblams
faced him concerning the funds, .One was the obtaining of the funds from the bank
in Kunming and the other was the getting of those funds to ‘the Chilnese Christian‘
workers at Lo Ting and Tak Hing. '

At Kunming the American Consul wanted Fr Fiitchel to. go to India immediately
and from there on to this country, He had been instructed to evacuate alll '
United States citizens, However, he did finally consent to permit Mr, Mitchel
to remain in China if he could in some way help the army, He sought a position

as chaplain but no permanent openings were available at the tlme




Christmas,holi&éys, haweVér, he was sent.to a rest camp abouf thirty miles
outside of the city, :

: 'Thg Canton Frovincial Bank maintained rado communications with their banks
“in“Lo- Ting and Tak Hing, MNr. Kitchel found that he could forward funds to the
Mission field in thiis manner, He also was happy to learn, thfbugh the” bank,
that the Japaness had not occupied Lo Ting, but‘had passed on by the city,

_ In the early spring of 1945, Mr, Mitchel was sent on a special relief mission
léstihgmabout three months, and which involved some danger,

. 'The need for relaying relief funds to the Mission field became increasingly
greater, With the invasion by the Japanese armles the Chinese-Christians in the:
’fSouth China field were robbed of almost everything: "homes, furnishings, food,
crops, animals, farming,tools, and seeds for a new crop.,"

. Mr. Mitchel felt the great need for his staying in China so that he could
transfer needed funds to the field and could keep in contact with the Chinese
Christians, Yet, with no opening available for a chaplaincy in the United States
army, it geemed that he would have to leave China as the American Consul had
insisted that he do, Then, the British army asked him to do some work for them
in. the western part of Kwongtung Province, with Lo Ting as headguarters,” Under
the British Army Aid Group he worked behind the enemy lines, organizing the
area so that Allied airmen forced down within or near enemy occupied territory
could be sﬁdcessfully rescued, Plans were lald for assisting the flyers through
the enemy lines and back to their bases, Asslstance was also to be rendered to
~any Allied refugees who needed to get through the enemy lines, 1In addition to
this, information was to be gathered which would be useful or of a help in any
way to the Allled forces,

This work, of course, involved much personal danger to Mr, Mitchel, However,
he was glad of the opportunity to be of assistance to the flyers in keeping them.
from the hands of the enemy and he was thankful that through this means he could
be near the Chinese Christians to give them the financial aid and the gncouragemnent
which meant so much to them at this time,

He was to have gone from Junming to Poseh in a plane, but having been
deldyed by the weather, he rode along with two British officers and some
Chinese workers who were traveling in two jeeps with traillers. The road Which
they had to take was a difficult route even for a jeep. It was through the
. mountains and in somse of the higher parts there’were six or eight inches of ice

: of snow, Then, in other places they had to pass through deep mud, The trip was

wmadﬁ in safety, though, with no serious txouble,
- After much tlme spent with arrangements, the trip from Poseh to Lo, Ting was

finally made with a batallion of Chinese SQldiefﬁ and & nunber of civil official%ixf 'L
who were going through the lines, After Tifty miles by Jeep, they\walked for
nineteen days in order to reach Lo Ting. dowever~ it took more time than thoge
days of walking to get to their destination, becauss on occagien they were b
delayed by the enemy, They had to make a hasty retreat du*ing one whole ni@ht
to keep from being surrounded by the Japansse, Also, they had ta,metenmine thef
position of the enemy and then make thelr way past the outpo&ﬁs\duming,the’nigﬁt.
It was a hazardous trip, but he was heartily welcomed back to Lo Ting’ahd thera
found that all of the Christians were safe amd Nohe of them had suffered‘physiCai"
e, .

Mr, Mitchel lived there at Lo Tipg and wore civilian Cloﬁhés;x In working
with the British Army Aid Groups he was also to Cooperate with the Official
Secret Service, a very secret organizationfbf the,Uniﬁéﬁ States, His @6ty:wa"

to bring these two groups together, carrying useful information from one to
other so that both organizations could operate more effec"iv"“ |

on Americans, rherexoz:e,ﬁr, ﬁitchel vas ;requently calléd upon td ser
interpreter, He also drew maps of the topography of the land, and told{

An important task was, of course, the rescuing of airmen who came

Mitchel saw one plane losing altitude and, then, nine miieg5a§gy a mgnf

This young man was on his fiftieth mission, the last before golng h&me ﬁ&

United States, The flyer, who was on a mission over Canton, had a wanderful,sen ;
of direction and knew the aaea The.engine.began to get hot because the Gil -
line to thekengine had been punctured by a bullet, so that he knew he could nat
get back, So, according to the instructions he had received, he got awa“,from
the West River and came down on the side of a hill, Using a book with Engiish
and pointing to the Chinese equivalent, he sought direction fxom a little
Chinese boy, Now knowing how to read, the boy took him to another party, They
gathered up the parachute and started out, The man to whom he was brought had
been a teacher and could speak a little English, = Soon lir, liitchel and some d%h@ré
arrived to get the soldier, ‘The Chiﬁese insisted on giving this American young |
man breakfast before he left, and &id all they could to help him,

The Chinese people had been organized to get the Allied men 6ut of*where
they landed and to safety from the Japanese, Some Chinese 1lived behind thef

Japanese lines: and.rescued theimen when the planeg came down, They wantéd

nothing for what they did, and some even,géve,fheir:liyesiiﬁa%hﬁsﬁﬂg



ﬁégauseaofﬂtﬁéféid'given in fhis resCue work, some Chinese paid the price of
having their villages destroyed,

Hr, Mitchel helped in "contactinmg, caring for, and returning eleven U, S,
airmen who*were forced to land in this area,"  He also helped a group from the
United Btates army who were in that area on duty, Eighteen soldiers were
pafachufed into the Lo Ting area in July 1945, They had been sent there for
the purpose,of}training the Chinese to help in the disrupting of Japanese
comminications whenever that was possiblie, Having been directed to Mr. NMitchel
by a Catholic priést, the Protestants of the group made their home with him
while in that area, These soldiers helped by giving the parachutes, which had
been used in dropping supplies to them, to be made into clothes for the lepers,
The high  esteem ih which they held Mr, Mitchel is shown.in their plan to leave
$25,000, American money; with Mr, Mitchel when they left so that he would have
enough to keep him in case the war should last for several more years, because
the funds which the Foreign Mission Board had sent to him had not gotten through,
The war came to a close soon, however, so that this was not necessary,

The year following the departure of the other missionaries had been a very
trying one, involving much danger for him, It had meant:

"A walking trip of between three and four hundred miles, making 20 to 25 miles
a day through a territory without sufficient food or comfortable places to
'stay at night, having to pass through enemy held country," It was necessary
for him to make his way through enemy lines and keep on the alert for enemy
agents, in order to do all he could for the Allied airmen,

Mr, Mitchel endured physical hardships and worked under a mental strain,

He was the only Covenanter missionary on the South China field and was separated
from his family for over five years, He had difficulty in getting the funds
which the Foreign Mission Board had sent to him and the cost of llving was
fantastically high, Yet, he was thankful that he was enabled to be near the
Chinesa Christians in South China and to keep in contact with the work there,

| All parts of the misslon field were affected to some extent by the Japanese
entrance into that area in September 1944, In some places, such as Lo Ting, Wan
Fau, and Lin Taan, the occupation was only as the armies were passing through,
and lasted but five to fifteen days, Other places along the West River, such as
Tak Hing and Do Sing, were held as military positions for almost a year,

Al though not far from the enemy, Lo Ting was a place of refuge for many

. ~ individuals as ‘well as for the educational dnstitutions that movedthere, There
~ were some Christlans among them who were of considerable help in the mission work,
'ﬁqf$omexfrgm Tak Hing also moved to Lo Ting.

Because there was little fighting there, the destruction in Tak Hing was not

.= e b . R

‘they discovered that they were at the wrong place It Would take them anaﬁh”"

_ invasion by the Japanese, but the hospiﬁal at Lo Ting found it poas

' for the same reason there was a scattering of many of the inmat@s o

"‘1n San Francisco on January 9y 194?, after more than five years as an ambassad,

and few war atrocitiles, People were’ forced o go as carriers to

loot, but most of them got back, though some were never heard of
Chriszian man ‘did not return and met death at the hands of “the Japanese

The enemy soldlers were not the only ones to bring destruction to
area during this period, 1or with conditions as,they were ﬁhe bandits again

became very active, ~One group of three hundred planned to 1o <] village and
chapel where the orphans from Tak Hing had been moved, They‘had,

there just before daybreak, - When they reached what they thought to be the chapnly

twenty minutes to reach the chapél, which would be too late, so th
Those at the orphanage did not know from what they h&d been del e
year later when the leader of the group was captured and tried on

The hospltal work-at Tak Hing wa “‘roughﬁ to a halt at the “\‘;

continue on,
It became necessary to disband the orphanage because of lack o:

Home, However, as the funds began to get through the formerainma 

severe famine in that area, W1th all that was done the Gospel H r
to those who received aid, Then, the other miss1onaries having return_d ﬁa
China, tbe r{everenﬁ. Jesse C,. Mitchel came back 10 the United States, arrtv

for Christ to the Chinese in their hour o,_great need

C. Post-war Perlod in the South @g a“Hission

1. Return of the Missionaries , |
On June 3, 1946 Dr¢ Ida Scott, lMiss Jennie Dean liss Mary Adams, and
iiss Ella Margaret Stewart sailed from Galveston Texas on a freight@r to

return to China, Dr, and lirs, Fulius A, Kempf satiled from San ,Fria;hcuiac’a the
folthlng month, arriving in Shangh, | ' c



July 30, ‘The following December 16 lilss Jean Barr sailed for China,
Upon arrival at the fleld they found the houses and other building still

standing, but badly in need of repalr, The scarcity and nigh coset of mater
had prevented the beginning of repair work prvicus to this, hany of their

belongings had been preserved for them by the Chinese 8hristians,

Because of the famine, resulting from the poor yield, the lack of rain,
and the necessity for some people to eat thelr seed rice, many had dled of
starvaﬁion and many more were near death from the same cause,

The lack of food, the very poor diet of those who did have anything to
eat, and the war conditions under which they lived brought about . much discase
among the people and a great need for medical care, Dr, Ida Scott wrote from
Pak Oi Hospital at Lo Ting, "I've seen more wretchedness and misery'in the
past two weeks than in all of my life before,”

The large number of deaths caused by the war and the famine had left many
children homeless, Gome, who were sirong enough, were begging on the streets,
Othexrs, because of the scarcity of food, were too weak even for this, There

were a great many of those orphans to be cared for,

2., Relief Work

The magistrate had asked the Mission to take in twenty babies left on the
streets, Later he asked them to increase the number to thirty and then to forty.
These were small children between the ages of two months and four years, Later
they took in one hundred and twenty older boys who were too weak to beg, The
Mission also cared for the children of destitute Christian families, The boys
were from five to fourteen years of age, Although some had beriberi and many
were in a serious condition when taken in with a life expectancy of only one
month, all but ten of them were restored to health, When they had been taken
from the streets theilr hair was falling out and their arms were thin, but soon
they were strong again and could play and go to school, The magistrate furnished
rice provided through the United Nations Relilef and Rehabilitation Administration
for feeding them, Many of these boys had no home or family, In the fall of
1946, one ton of rolled oats was received through the direct China Rellef,

The children were fed rolled cats and taught the Shorter Catechism,

Food was desperately needed not only by these children cared for by the
Mission, but by many others in that district, Hundreds of people could be seen
taking their hoes out to the hills and bringing back roots covered with fuzz
one-half to three-fourths of an inch thick, They would scrape off the fuzz, put
the roots in water for several days, and then fix them for eating, These roots
were ‘very hard to digest and had no real food value, but merely alleviated the

pangs of hunger, After eating these over a period of time their faces would

' Tnen, they used better cloth for the upper part, Thus, through the caldest part

. mENN

become yellow and their feet become swollen, Other féod,ﬁééidﬁba:/vtofbe'

obtained or they would die, ” . s
The soup kitchen helped to save thae lives Uf'maéy'gefégﬁs; JIn;a singlé : i?

district they would be fed for six days, They recelved riee gruel ,consiqting .

of a level palmful of rice and a little dehydrated mutton, once eaeh aay '

Cperated on agimilar plan were the milk.kitchens. gach week tno hundred poor

people were given one pint of milk each day for six days, Along with the milk |

they were each given a vitamin pill, which -they soon learned ﬁovapéréCi&te,

Although this does not seem like much fdod, even this 1ittle tides them over and

results in the saving. of many 1lives; ) ,
Another important provision in the administering of relief is thaf;qf

clothes and bedding, The mission had taken on the responsibility of‘éaring for

a large number of children -- the babies lef% on the streetg by parents who

could not provide food for them, the chilﬁd;re‘n'o*‘ i .

and the boys who were too weak and sick to beg,

in the Parest rags and had no bedding whcn taken in. Gunny %acké
some of the beds, ‘Their needs were met, however, through relief . ,
supplies, and;help from the Covenanters: in America, Afghang, blankets
naterial vere sent to them, Army clothes were taken apart and make into
for the children, Garments were knit from the yarn which had been. sent~
The "juniors" in America sent a sewing machine in the fall of 194? ﬁo be
in the making of garments for the BGhinese children, :
The children under the care. of the Misslon. were very eag;' ; ,
when given the materials to do s0. MWhen the cold weather of thﬁ,ﬁinter467g194W a
was drawing near few of them.had -any shoes to wear. Some of the elaéf;aﬁéS ;;5 i

took small scraps of cloth and tacked layer upon layer to make cloth sol 8

of the winter all had shoes to wear, ; -
Of the one hundred and sixty children, all except thirty of +them. are in . 1, '

school, in kindergarten and the 1ower primary, In addition to the regular . .

classes, they have a class in Bible study 'each day, learn the'Shorter CaiechiSm

and have a daily Chapel ‘service, Some of the older children are understanding

the meaning of the Gospel and are accepting Christ as their personal Saviour

3, Medical York
The prevalence of malnutrition brought about much cholgra, dJsentery, and
malaria, During the summer of 1946, free cllnics vwere held in the villages,
where treatment was given to an average of ‘ninety persons a day, Upon her returﬁ .
to China, Dr, Scott was heartily welcomed to Lo Ting, where they had bée‘n-witheusﬁ

a doctor. Tne hospital there had threé buildings, one each for m



contagibus diseases, ‘Bésidég thesegthere was the Leper Hospital, During the
,firét'year back in China aftér the war, there were 366 patients at the hospltal,
with elghteen econfinement cas The cTinic too0, was very active, having
received 7,199 patients and having givem thousands of treatments,

Later Dr, Scott did return to Tak Hing, taking about thirty-five orphans

Hﬁﬁth her,  The eguipment having been removed from the Tak Hing hospital during
the ‘Japanese invasion, the Boys"' School was converted into g hospital, Some
medical supplieS‘WEre received through United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation
Adminigtration and International Rellef. The hospitals at both Tak Hing and
Lo Tihé were supported largelgxgales at low prices of medical supplies, There
were: al'so many charity cases,

‘ A little medicine served to help many persons through.critical conditions,
Thﬁs, the missionaries ministered to the people through preaching, vaccinating
and+distributing rice, ‘The Gospel was always preached along with the giving
of food and injections,

D, Summary
The invasion of China by the Japanese brought many problesm and many
ﬂ:d?pﬁrﬁunitiesyto the Covénanter missionaries in South China, They sought to
bring. the Gospel {o each new group-that moved into the district., Their
1nfluence wae felt among the refugees who had moved inland from the coast,
amon@ the students of the schools which had been set up in that district, and

among the oxphans of the government orphanage which had been moved to that area,

Tn splte of repeated urging from the American Consul to leave China, the
missionaries remained at their stations until evacuation became necessary in
204k Just before the Japanese occupled that district, Then, only Mr, Kitchel

remained in China, Through service to the army he was enabled to remain in
China and to be a source of help and encouragement to the Chinese Christians
in a time of dire trouble,

The missionaries who returned to China following thear faced a picture of
igreat sulffering. The refugees returning to their homes near the coast had lost
thelr possessions and were in need of help, ‘Many were starving because of the
_severe famine, The lack of food brought about malnutrition, resulting in the
, prevalence of much sickness, Large numbers of children were either left homel ess
or their parents were unable to provide food for them,
vhén those missionaries returned to China after the war, they followed the

‘cy 1hat ﬁhey had adopted during the earlier years of the war and that

Fox eaéh,of these groups they sought to meet their needs and to present the Gospel,

That is, they sought to meet the needs of the individual, the,phySﬁéal'aéjﬁeii 

as the spiritual, They provided the dally necessities of 1life, médicai care,

and education, They felt a responisbility toward each g&cup~which Came  into;

the district, Of first importance at all times was the use ef these channels

of rendering service for the presentation of the Gospel,

e




That is, they sought to meet the needs of the individual, the physical as well

as the spiritual,  They provided the daily necessities of life, medical care,

and education, Ihéy'felt a responisbility toward each group which came into

the district_b Of first importance at all times was the use of these channels

of rendering service for the presentation of the Gospel,




to alleviate the suffering caused by the severe famine experiencéiin the distrJCt.
There were many periods of testing and difficult days to be faced, The
Boxer fiebellion in 1900, the Hanchu uprising in 1911, the revolution'brought on.

by the Ommunists in 1926—1928, and the war with the Japanese following their
invasion into China in 1937 each brought thelr trials, but along with these the
opportunity for Christian witness, '

The missionarieé of South China have been faithful in their service,. As a
result the Chinese now look to the Christlan misslonaries for feindship, counsel
and help, After fifty years of evangelization through theCovenanters in South
China, there are today more than eight hundred members in the three congregations
and sixteen mission stations,

As one looks to the period following the first fifty years in South China,
the situatlon 1s encouraging and full of hope, The developments of medical - °

science in the treatment of tropical diseases have gréailyylGQS@nEQ'Lhé hazards
to the health of the missionary, The oguntry of China has a Chris%iaﬁ_léad’
The Chinese themselves are no lobger‘rGSEﬁtfuly'But rather welcome the'misé;
So far as the work itself is concerned, the hospitals are very actﬁve boﬁh
at Tak Hlng and Lo Ting, There is also a Leper Hospital at Lo Tdng which is
continuing as before thewar, The Orphanage and Chilldren's homc of about ona
hundred and sixty children, with a school for all but thirty of them, was
established because of the famine., 'The mission has “taken on thea responaﬂbiljty
for their education, care, and salvation, These will be kept by the mis 01,

amd sent out at the age of eighteen or nineteen as Christian leaders and &ble
to support themselves, £  ~_ -

Since the war a new station has been opened in Canton, © In a building with ff* $m
~-an open front to the street evangelistic services are held.twice a day and '
four times on Sabbath by the evangelist, Mr, Wong, When Mr,Boyle returned to e
China at the close of 1947, he took with bim a public address system to Tie -
used in the carrying on of this work in Canton; , ’ .

The close of the first fifty years found the Covenanters in South China ,
not only opening new work, but alkso with fdur~young people in the ‘home land
preparing to go to the field within the next;year,

In all things the endeavor of the nissionaries and the Chinese Christians
is to meet the needs of the people and, through this, to present the Gospel ;
The-aim 1s a self-supporting, self-governing, Selftpropagating churech; « Many
have come to accept Christ as thelr-personal Saviour through the falthful

witness of the Covenanter missionaries in South éhina,




