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A Dragon for a Daddy?
Joe McClelland*

We love the Bible analogy of family, with
God as Father and His people as adopted sons
and daughters due to the atonement made

- --6n"lneir oeh-alfl5y Jesus~Tflis "pittCiPewis-so
clear that we know this family language goes
beyond symbol. Our adoption is real and so is
our sonship/daughterhood.

What is it like to be a child of God? What
are the benefits, especially as we compare our
status with our former condition (as orphans, or
children in another family)? To further focus our
attention, what is it like for women, new daughters
of God?

The Gospel Changes the Status of Women
Christian apologists report that the gospel of Christ,

making its way into the nations and the cultures of this world,
has changed the status of women. They observe that the
lot of women has improved wherever the gospel message
and kingdom ideals of Christ take hold. Books are filled with
how King Jesus has exalted His daughters and all women in
categories of law, health, culture, education, motherhood, and
vocation, not to mention the spiritual sense of coheirship.

I encourage you to read How Christianity Changed the
World, by Alvin J. Schmidt, to be informed that it was not
"the enlightened modern cultures" which gave to man and to

___~,:lOmalJaJi ttlese rTl9rkSof progres~_lt was Christianity, s~int~
being faithful to preach about the Savior. Schmidt has chapters
pertaining to women and to all the things about which women
and men care. Looking into cultures where the Bible and
Christ Himself are not as well known could be what we need
to remember what it was like for us, even in the West, to be
without God and without hope. What is it like, to have a dragon
for a daddy?

Changes in China
China, praise God, has had a testimony of Truth for many

centuries, but not so deep and prolonged. Experts estimate
over one billion Chinese women were maimed across 1,000

years through the barbaric practice of foot-binding. What likely
began as a small-foot fetish by members of the upper class
became the ideal for all. The "loving" mother, doing only what
her own mother did for her, crushed the bones in her daughter's
feet and toes in the attempt to "bless" her with the "3-inch lilies"
potential marriage partners were led to desire.

We can praise King Jesus that Christian missionaries were
effective in teaching against this practice, such that secular

governors forbid the disfiguring. Notice, though, that the
change did not come from Buddhism, Confucianism,

. communism, or any other cultural pressure, other

.I·~thanChristianity. Study on your own the ancienti. Chinese inst.ituti.onsOf.polygamy, concubinage,Ii.: mistresses, and slavery, all of which tended to
t ....Ie . harmj~mC:lles_moceJhantheJJJ~~ _

China's One Child Policy
Ancient history is interesting, but current

events must grip our hearts and steel our
nerves for action. Do you pray for the day

when the even MORE barbaric "one child

policy" of China is this same kind of distant and
sour memory? As always, it is the female babies

and their mothers who bear the brunt of this policy's
blows.

What a surprise that several decades of this propaganda,
mandated sterilization, and forced abortion have produced a
severe imbalance of males and females, with tens of millions of

maturing boys who will have little hope of finding a mate. Solving
a problem by making another one, prostitution is a growing
plague in China, with all of the glamour of human trafficking. To
be a woman in China, under the dragon, is still a dismal fate.

Ling's Testimony
Allow me to tell you about one of your sisters in Christ:

At meals between teaching sessions, I have the privilege of
conversing with students through a translator. Most students
are men. Sometimes a woman is attending on behalf of her
husband or she herself is preparing for a ministry of counseling,
Christian eaucation, etc. - ---- - - ----- - - -.-

One lunch I enjoyed with Ling. Ling is a shy young lady
who accompanied the female translator to the training venue,
using her artistic talents to be helpful. During our meal, I asked
why this beautiful 23-year-old was not married. This turned out
to be Ling's heart-cry, and she proceeded to share with me her
testimony.

Born fifth of five children to two communist public school
teachers, Ling's birth home was completely atheistic and it
still is. At the age of 16, lost and lonely, Ling could not ignore
the distinctive loveliness of some delicate winter snow buds.
Snow buds are like enlarged snowflakes, lasting just a moment
before the sun's rays hit the feathery crystalline branches. She
described how this ultimately temporary art form displayed
such precision and novelty that Ling had to conclude that there
must be a Maker, a Being of such wonder, love, intelligence,
and beauty, to make these objects, most of which no human will
ever see!

Ling counts that strangely independent conclusion, from
nothing she had learned about at home or in school, as the




