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Saved by God’s Grace
Elder John

| was born in a remote mountain village in northern China
in 1972. The village was surrounded by bare, stone mountains.

_There was no railroad to my village. Behind my hometown, the

Yi River originates from Mountain Lu. Confucius was a native
of my province and climbed Mountain Lu, and even washed
his hair and sang songs in the river, which made my hometown
quite proud though it was very poor and backward.

My Family

My father was a carpenter. He made very little /
money and was looked down upon. My mother
farmed, and my sister, my brother, and | helped
with the farm work from a very young age. At that
time in China, peasants were despised because
they made the lowest amount of money.
Workers, officials, and intellectuals who got
their steady providence from the government
were admired.

My family lived in anxiety, and | thought
the root of the anxiety was the lack of money.
My mother cried and expressed despair
for being poor and not being able to borrow any
money from our relatives. The value of man depended on
how much money he could earn. To study was to earn more
money in the future. My parents sometimes beat us if we did not
study hard. Money became the idol of our whole famlly

Elementary through High School

| started elementary school in 1980. The Communist Party
had been promoting atheism, Communism, and the theory
of evolution throughout China. Their education was quite
successful. On the one hand, | dreamed of making money by
studying hard. On the other hand, | was deeply influenced by
Communism and hoped to become a soldier for Communism to
liberate the whole oppressed world. | studied industriously and
did very well in my studies. However, the better and the more |
studied, the more proud | became. | became a Young Pioneer
for Communism very soon, and every day | felt very confident
with my red scarf on.

In 1985, | went to middle school far away from home and
became a Communist Youth League member. At that time, |
was addicted to martial arts novels that filled me with dreams
of Communism mingled with the traditional Chinese culture. |
wished to be a great hero with a holy heart and capabilities to
govern the world. | also wanted to find my “first love,” someone
who liked me. | loved the feeling of being loved; | just loved
myself.

“Rousseau became my idol,

In 1988, | enrolled in a high school in the county town
farther from my home. This high school gathered all the best
students from various middle schools, so | was not as prominent
as | used to be. Inferior feelings turned me to literature which |
loved. | loved to write and to read novels about love stories.
Literature became my opium and escape. As | read, many

different thoughts rushed- into-my mind; and-l-could-not-figure — -

out which was right and wrong. Mainly, though, | was concerned
only about myself. | myself was my idol. In 1989, upon hearing
the news of students dying in the Tian-an-men Massacre, | felt
disappointed about pelitics and government.

College
In July of 1991, | took the National College
~ Entrance Exam, and because of drowsiness due
. to insomnia, | did not score high enough to goto a
' top-tier college. In September | went to a third-tier
' college and majored in education, hoping to become
' amiddle school Chinese teacher in my hometown after
[ graduation However, | was not reconciled to confine
myself to being a middle school Chinese teacher in a
small town. The goal of education in middle school was
to pass the National Exams, the only way students in the
countryside could change their fate. To get higher scores
in the National Exam was what the students were striving
for. There was no fun in teaching and learning, and the
income of teachers was very low. Therefore, as soon as
| came to the university, | started to prepare for postgraduate
exams.
In college, | was attracted by the enlightenment of France.

known Confessions to write my own story. Also influenced by
Maslow’s theory of the Hierarchy of Needs, | began to uphold
sensationalism and individualism. | was infatuated with writing
and hoped to become a writer in the future.

During my broad reading, | came to the Bible and Christian
thoughts of Christianity. | even wrote down some of the famous
speeches of Jesus in my notebook, but to me it was only a set
of superior moral standards.

Postgraduate Studies

In 1995 after another failed love affair in college, |
was admitted to a well-known university in the south for
postgraduate studies. My major was comparative literature.
| fanatically studied Zen Buddhism, the Chinese Buddhism., |
followed a professor who had done good research to study the
traditional religious aesthetics of China. | tried to find an inner
connection between Chinese traditional religion and aesthetics
and to create a new religion of aesthetics to save the world.

| was also influenced by Western liberalism. My university
played a decisive role in the research of liberalism at that time.

and | even imitated his well-






